MOMENTUM
Industry  ׀Innovation  ׀Technology  ׀Opportunity  ׀Community  ׀Diversity

Uniquely Macomb County, Michigan

New Products,
New Customers
Blake’s Orchard & Cider Mill
expands into a year-round operation
Page 10

Selfridge:
A cornerstone of
America’s military
and the county
Page 20

Economic
Development:
Macomb County
businesses are thriving
Page 39

Futuramic:
Setting its sights on
Mars and beyond
Page 46

MOMENTUM
Industry  ׀Innovation  ׀Technology  ׀Opportunity  ׀Community  ׀Diversity

Uniquely Macomb County, Michigan

New Products,
New Customers
Blake’s Orchard & Cider Mill
expands into a year-round operation
Page 10

Selfridge:
A cornerstone of
America’s military
and the county
Page 20

Economic
Development:
Macomb County
businesses are thriving
Page 39

Futuramic:
Setting its sights on
Mars and beyond
Page 46

MAKING AN IMPACT
IN MACOMB COUNTY
Providing OU students with relevant bachelor’s and master’s degree programs
in the fastest-growing and highest-paying careers.

Engaging with OU students, alums,
faculty and staff to support and
participate in activities, initiatives,
events and projects benefitting
communities in Macomb County.

Nurturing college-bound high school students at Summer Career Camps
offered in Macomb, Oakland and St. Clair counties since 2010.

Supporting economic development in
Southeast Michigan by accelerating
high-tech businesses, cultivating
academic innovation and encouraging
research and development.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY IN MACOMB COUNTY
Anton/Frankel Center
20 South Main Street, Mount Clemens
Macomb University Center
44575 Garfield Road, Clinton Township
Macomb-OU INCubator | Velocity Collaboration Center
6633 Eighteen Mile Road, Sterling Heights
(855) 222-6909 (toll-free) | oakland.edu/macomb | OUmacomb@oakland.edu
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Chesterfield Township, Michigan
“Gateway to Anchor Bay”
Interested in finding that
perfect home or looking to be
near the finer qualities in life?
There’s something here for
everyone. With a great mixture
of commercial, industrial and
manufacturing, as well as
engineering and technological;
the business opportunities are
endless.

Brandenburg Park
provides access to Lake
St. Clair

Veterans Park

Our municipal services include full
time Police and Fire, Parks and
Recreation Department, Senior
Center, Library and Historical
Village.
You’ll find quality schools,
beautiful parks and plenty of
recreational opportunities for all to
enjoy in the Anchor Bay/Lake St.
Clair area.

Outstanding athletic
programs

The Historical
Society provides
opportunities
to relive the
Township’s history

For more information on
Chesterfield Township, visit us at
www.chesterfieldtwp.org
Four seasons
of fun

Municipal
Offices

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 2

The Wayne and
Joan Webber
Splash Park
is located in
the beautiful
Brandenburg Park

FUTURE — DEVELOPMENT

A Great Place
to Do Business
County Executive Mark Hackel: ‘We
nurture the spirit’ of small businesses
makes Macomb
Q What
County a great place
to live and work?

A

In Macomb County we
are connecting people,
place and passion. We have a
dynamic quality of life, which has something for everyone.
Vibrant urban living, fruitful agricultural areas, world class
freshwater assets like Lake St. Clair, great parks and trails,
prosperous business climate, safe neighborhoods, stable schools,
minor league baseball and a whole lot of other experiences that
cater to everyone.

Q

What is the county doing to attract and support
		businesses?

A

Our economic advantage begins with our fully capable 		
and accessible planning and economic development
department. The technical knowledge and personal connections
of this department can service all industries and occupations
helping spur investment and job growth. We nurture the spirit
and creativity of small businesses. We engage multi-national
corporations aiding them in billion dollar investments helping
secure extensive incentive packages. We have developed
productive relationships with our local communities to help
streamline the development process. Across this county, from
the boardroom to the front counter we are responsive to the
needs of an ever-changing business environment.

Q What excites you about Macomb County?
A

Telling the Macomb County story. During my time as 		
County Executive I have had the great fortune of exploring
what Macomb County has to offer. Working with our municipal
partners and engaging our community stakeholders we have
begun to appreciate and celebrate what Macomb County provides
to residents, visitors and businesses. Through initiatives like
Make Macomb Your Home we are giving people an opportunity
to experience this great place, and see the incredible destinations
and opportunities that are right here at home.

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel

Q What is your vision for Macomb County?
A

Make Macomb Your Home has become our vision for the
future. It’s a simple statement, with a very profound
message: What matters most is home. This self-made brand has
evolved into a distinctive identity which is creating a new
energy in Macomb County. This new energy is helping us create
a place where people feel welcome. One that is filled with
economic opportunities, which offers an amazing quality of life.
A place where people have confidence and trust in their
government, and know their voices will be heard A place where
people lookout for each other and help others in times of need.
A place where people feel safe and secure. This is what people
expect from the place they call home, and this our vision for
Macomb County.
Photo courtesy of Macomb County
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Grow with
Shelby Township
Experience a Great Quality of Life
Within the Township borders, more than 73,000 Shelby
Township residents enjoy access to championship public
golf courses and more than 1,200 acres of first-class public
parks, with hundreds of miles of hiking and biking trails and
access to the Clinton River, which connects the community to
recreation opportunities throughout southeast Michigan.
Shelby Township’s appreciation for and abundance of green
spaces goes further than its parks, though. The Township’s
residential neighborhoods are some of the most desirable in
Macomb County, and their well-manicured, spacious lots and
yards contribute to the Township’s place among the highest
median home values in Macomb County.

21st Century Education
Local public schools operated by the Utica Community Schools
district are among the top in the region, with 11 sites within
the borders of Shelby Township.
Utica Community Schools, one of Michigan’s leading school
districts, serves Shelby Township families with 14 learning
sites offering students world-class preparation for college
and career success. UCS students at all grade levels regularly
outpace their county and state peers in achievement. In
addition to comprehensive, technology-based learning in
grades K-12, UCS offers secondary students a multitude
of Advanced Placement courses and specialized programs
that include Utica Center for Mathematics, Science and
Technology; Utica Center for Science and Industry and
Utica Academy for International Studies, which was recently
named Michigan’s most challenging high school program by
The Washington Post.

Location, Location, Location
“I can think of no place better to settle down and establish
a family than Shelby Township,” Township Supervisor
Rick Stathakis said. “Whether it’s our beautiful parks and
recreation amenities, our first-class public education options or
an amazing community of neighbors and neighborhoods, it is
easy to call Shelby Township home knowing that your family
can grow and prosper here.”
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The Shelby Business Advantage
With a working partnership between local government and
business, Shelby Township is an integral part of the growth of
the metro Detroit and Michigan economy.
Through initiatives such as tax incentives and constantly
improving and expanding Township infrastructure, the
Township’s Board of Trustees has cemented relationships with
some of the top industrial firms in the nation including: Fori
Automation; Dan’s Excavating, Century Plastics, Florence
Cement; U.S. Farathane; General Dynamics; Models and
Tools; Smith Brothers Tools; Eagle Manufacturing; Plastic
Trends; KUKA Robotics; Avon Gear; Lube Power. And whether
it is a new company or an established firm looking to expand,
Shelby Township offers personalized services to meet industry
demands in the most cost-effective means possible.
New businesses work with Township staff to help with
permitting processes, workforce screening and training
programs to ensure every business has the best possible start
when taking root in Shelby Township.

Wired for Business
“The conservative majority of our Board of Trustees has long
held the opinion that while government cannot create jobs,
it most definitely can create an environment that promotes
job growth,” Stathakis said. “This is why we have worked
diligently with township staff in the Planning, Building and
Assessing departments to ensure that new and expanding
businesses have all the tools they
need to thrive and create a more
vibrant Shelby Township.”

www.shelbytwp.org
(586) 731-5100
52700 Van Dyke Avenue,
Shelby Township, MI 48316

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 5

Innovate • Learn • Lead

At Fraser Public Schools, we
believe in blending the best of our
traditional offerings with the best
digital resources to customize each
student’s learning experience.

MORE FAMILIES ARE CHOOSING
FRASER PUBLIC SCHOOLS!
➡ High impact teaching strategies and ➡ Excellence starts early with
purposeful lesson design

➡
➡
➡
➡

iPad access for every student

preschool, daycare and
pre-K programs

Hybrid and digital course offerings ➡ Extensive before- and after-school
opportunities for all levels
On-campus early college program
➡ Focus on 21st century skills for
Cutting-edge Career and Technical
college and career readiness
Education Program
➡ Exemplary teaching staff
➡ Performing Arts Career Academy
focused on customized learning
for each child

For more information on the opportunities
available at Fraser Public Schools

call 1.877.94.FRASER or
visit GoToFraser.com
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Scan or visit
www.gotofraser.com
to enroll your
child today.

INDUSTRY — AEROSPACE

Room to Grow
Baker adds 3-D manufacturing, new
client industries and fourth plant to
its Macomb County operations
By Mike Scott

I

n 1992, brothers
Kevin and Scott Baker
started the company
Baker Duplicating in the
heyday of the tool and die
age in Michigan. Roughly
25 years and a couple of
rebranding efforts later, Baker Aerospace Tooling & Machining,
Inc., now employs about 225 employees in four plants totaling
over 218,000 square feet of space in Macomb Township.
Today, Baker produces tooling and parts for the aerospace,
aircraft, and automotive industries. The company has also
expanded into 3-D printing, scanning and services using five 3-D
plastic and two 3-D metal printers. The new technology has
allowed the Baker to combine the use of 3-D printing and
traditional manufacturing for hybrid components and tooling.
It wasn’t always easy though. Like many manufacturers, Baker
had its share of struggles in the mid-2000s before and during
the height of the Great Recession. That’s when company
leadership decided to diversify beyond the automotive industry.
Baker’s clients include a number of automakers and other
Tier One suppliers, but in the coming months they plan to
change the name to Baker Industries to reflect the diversity of
their capabilities and the industries they serve.
“Today we are essentially 50-50 in terms of serving the
automotive and aerospace industries,” said Rachel Burke, Baker’s
director of marketing. The demand for 3-D printing is growing
and Baker recently added clients in the healthcare, appliance,
and agriculture industries, too.
Macomb County has been a perfect location for Baker because
of the deep pool of talent in engineering and manufacturing. It
assures Baker has the most experienced employees on the
payroll. Macomb Community College has also been an ideal
resource for technicians and provides training programs for
current employees.
The county also has plenty of room for businesses to expand,
which fits Baker’s needs as a company that has roughly doubled
in size over the last decade.
“In many other areas of metro Detroit that kind of major
expansion might not have been as probable or easy without
moving locations multiple times,” Burke said. “We still have
room to grow.”
Several county and state programs helped Baker with
financial incentives as well, such as the Personal Property Tax
Abatement and the Tool & Die Recovery Zone Act, state and

Baker Aerospace Tooling and Machining, Inc. has expanded into
3-D printing.

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel receives a plaque 3-D
printed out of metal and plastic materials. From left to right: Kevin
Baker (CEO), Mark Hackel, Brian Baker (CFO), and Scott Baker
(President).
local programs which helped Baker to more easily afford
expansion efforts and additional corporate investments.
Kevin and Scott Baker still privately own the company and
have made a commitment to the community where they live and
work. Baker hosted high
school students in October
CONNECT
2015 for the countywide
celebration of manufacturing
Baker Aerospace Tooling
and plan to participate in
& Machining, Inc.
2016 as well. The company has
16936 Enterprise Drive
also sponsored the annual
Macomb Township, MI
Sprint & Splash Festival of
48044
Races each June in Macomb
Established: 1992
County and the Macomb
Employees: 225
Township parks and
Phone: 586-286-4900
recreation department.
Photos courtesy of Baker Aerospace
Tooling & Machining, Inc.

Online:
www.bakermachining.com
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INDUSTRY — AGRICULTURE/FOOD

New Products,
New Customers
The Blake family has grown a
seasonal orchard business into
a year-round operation
By Mike Scott

F

or roughly 75 years, Blake’s Orchard & Cider Mill has been
a fixture in northern Macomb County community. The
farm achieved success over several decades, but the current group of owners knew that they had to evolve to continue
growing.
The family-owned business has created a product line of hard
cider through a subsidiary, Blake’s Hard Cider Co., and has partnered with 25 distributors across the state and nationally from
North Carolina to Kansas. With such distribution, Blake’s plans
to produce 400,000 gallons of cider in 2016, and is becoming a
staple in supermarkets such as Kroger and Meijer. Revenue is
expected to rise about $3.5 million for the hard cider product
along in 2016.
“This has always been a great community to work in and
raise a family in but as we have expanded our product line, the
amount of support we have received is tremendous,” said Paul
Blake, who co-owns the orchard and cider mill with brother,
Pete. He also co-owns the hard cider business with Pete, son
Andrew and nephew Eric Blake. “There’s a great labor force here
because there is a tradition of farming in northern Macomb
County. There are people who are experienced in this industry.”
Blake Farms’ group of businesses employs about 500 people,
many of whom work part-time during the seasonal months of
summer and fall when harvest operations gear up. The hard
cider company though has become a 12-month business to meet
the growing demand.
The location in Armada makes growth possible because the
family grows over 800 acres of apples and other fruits such as
strawberries and raspberries, and an assortment of vegetables.
The production operations are housed in a 12,000 square-foot
facility, and a winery and hard cider tasting room and banquet
room add about 10,000 square feet each.
The number of resources throughout the area has been ideal
for this ongoing growth, Paul Blake said. Armada and Macomb
County have provided quick feedback and resources locally, and
have worked to help promote the business, he added. The presence of Michigan State University resources in the region has
added value to the operations side, and grant money has been
available for business investment through the state and federal
MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 8

labor departments.
“There’s great affinity for agriculture-based companies here
and this expansion into wine and hard cider has been a natural
evolution for us,” Paul said.
And the company is giving back to the local community, having hosted the Michigan Lavender Festival each July for the last
eight years, which attract more than 10,000 people. It also began
hosting Cider fDays in 2015 in August, bringing in wineries, craft
brewers and hard cider producers in Michigan for a weekend
event. Cider Days also support the Armada Lions Club.
Blake’s has grown a seasonal business into a year-round
operation with the help of the
community, diversifying prodCONNECT
ucts to provide stability during
years of difficult weather conBlake’s Orchard &
ditions. It is one of the more
Cider Mill
unique examples of a business
17985 Armada Center Rd,
meeting the changing demand
Armada, MI 48005
of their customers through
Phone: 586-784-5343
offering new products.
Photos courtesy of Blake’s
Orchard & Cider Mill

Email: info@blakefarms.com
Online: www.blakefarms.com
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INDUSTRY — DEFENSE

Security and
Innovation
Michigan Defense Center helps Michiganbased companies support national
security, cash in on defense contract
By Mike Scott

T

here is little question that the center of Detroit’s defense
industry is located in the heart of Macomb County. So it
should be no surprise that the Michigan Defense Center
is headquartered there as well.
First established in 2006, the Michigan Defense Center (MDC)
is under the umbrella of the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC) focused on supporting, protecting and
growing Michigan businesses that support national security
and the safety of United States military personnel. It provides
resources and guidance to businesses, stakeholders and partners
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to protect and expand the state’s defense and homeland security
assets, economy and jobs.
The MDC is not just a state or regional leader but a national
expert in providing resources that revolutionize the way small
businesses can apply for business opportunities or develop
proposals for the U.S. government and the U.S. Department of
Defense.
“We are working hard to reduce those barriers to entry
because it can still be very difficult to begin working with the
U.S. Department of Defense, even if you have a clear expertise,”
said Sean Carlson, retired U.S. Air Force lieutenant colonel and
executive director of the MDC. One of Carlson’s roles while on
active duty was serving as a contracting officer working closely
with companies.
The MDC developed an algorithm, or a “scoring metric,” that
is similar to a personal FICO score designed to give high-performing defense contractors a better opportunity at expanded
business opportunities. This not creates incentives for vendors
to perform at higher levels, but rewards those that do by giving
them greater access to military contracts, Carlson said.
The MDC also is working to provide more grants to contractors that are providing valuable, affordable products and services
to the military. One example is offering proposal writing services
to support these third parties.
“We can help connect contractors with proposal writers who
have experience in this industry to help make this process more
efficient,” Carlson said. “Again, it’s about providing incentives

and helping those who are meeting the department’s needs.”
The Michigan Defense Center is the state’s lead voice on the
defense-related economy and guides state policies and programs
to protect and grow this important sector of the economy. The
Macomb County location further streamlines the MDC’s efforts.
“Being located near organizations like General
Dynamics, TARDAC and Selfridge Air Force Base
is beneficial to us,” Carlson said. “And Macomb
County has been a terrific partner in this area.
Our role is to get companies engaged with economic tools that are designed to make everyone’s
job easier.”
Other MDC efforts include the development of
Carlson
a Bid Targeting System, again to streamline the
process for contractors.
Nearly 4,000 Michigan businesses are currently serving the
defense industry and there’s room for more, Carlson said. Of
Michigan’s 83 counties, at least 67, or over 80 percent, have at
least one business whose largest client is the defense department. Approximately 105,000 jobs in Michigan are tied to serving the defense industry, according to state data.
“We need to make sure that we have the technological power
and knowledge to keep our soldiers safe,” Carlson said. “And it’s
not just automotive and general
manufacturing knowledge that
CONNECT
we have here but a strong knowledge of aeronautical and shipMichigan Defense Center
building technology. There brain
Phone: 810-965-1300
power we have in this area is
Online: www.arsenalof
remarkable and ideal to support
innovation.com
our military needs.”

The Michigan Defense Center works to support, protect and grow
Michigan businesses that support national security.
Photos courtesy of Michigan Defense Center

“The Gateway to Macomb County!”
Eastpointe
Founded in 1837….
….Moving forward in 2016
Affordable housing,
g an up to date infrastructure,
g,
infra
f
a “family town” atmosphere, and sound fiscal management fuel
thee “MOMENTUM
M” that makes Eastpointe a great place to live, work and play!

Certificate of Achievement
for excellence in
Financial Reporting
Ranked as the second most affordable
city in Michigan when it comes to
home ownership.*
*Source: SmartAsset, a financial technology firm.

Water purity that meets or exceeds
state of Michigan standards for safety
and quality.*
*Source: Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA).

Now in its 18th year, Cruisin’ Gratiot
is one of southeast Michigan’s most
popular custom car events.*
*Source: Macomb Daily

Four consecutive awards for city
budget preparation and financial
planning.*
*Source: Government Finance Officers Assoc.

City Hall, 23200 Gratiot Ave. Hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday (586) 445-3661
Visit us at: www.cityofeastpointe.net
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INDUSTRY — MOBILITY

Right Place,
Right Time
Sigma’s new manufacturing site
in Eastpointe is a convenient
location for future growth
By Mike Scott

Sigma’s Eastpointe manufacturing site in Macomb County.

I

n 2014, Sigma International researched how it could most
effectively expand operations within Southeastern
Michigan. The company worked with an investment banker
to find the best location in metro Detroit and before long, the
decision to expand into a plant in Macomb County became an
obvious one.
Sigma, headquartered in nearby Livonia, Mich., has
operations in the United States, China, South Korea, Mexico,

South Africa and India. The company specializes in injectionmolding from 65 to 2,000 tons, decorative plating, LED lighting
and painting for the auto industry.
Sigma ended up purchasing 58,000 square feet of space at a
former industrial site in Eastpointe on the southeastern side of
the county. The benefits were numerous, according to Chris
Naidoo, president and CEO, including proximity to clients,
access to employees who had manufacturing experience, and a

Located on the ‘Gratiot Corridor” in the heart of
Macomb County, New Haven is a growing and thriving
community. Dedicated to economic growth, safe
neighborhoods, and developing and fostering relationships
with like-minded organizations and businesses.
New Haven is setting its sites on becoming one of the
fastest growing communities in Michigan.
For more information please visit the
New Haven website www.villageofnewhaven.org
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convenient location near freeways and transportation
infrastructure.
“We were requested by our clients, including (automotive)
OEMs and Tier Ones, to locate in an area close to their plants,”
Naidoo said. “They wanted us to localize production and it was
up to us to find the best place.”
The site also allowed the company to earn tax credits through
a local economic zone.
Sigma companies are comprised of two entities: one focused
on the auto industry (Sigma International/Manufacturing), and
the other on industrial lighting (Sigma Luminous).
On the lighting side, Sigma is applying for a patent for one of
its LED products that uses next-generation lighting materials.
“In the past this was the type of product we would make
overseas, but with our new operation in Michigan we are able to
manufacture and assemble it right here in Eastpointe,” Naidoo
said. “It has allowed us to earn Made in America status.”
Sigma is continually looking at cutting-edge materials to
support advanced manufacturing, from carbon fiber to an array
of composites. The federal
mandate for increased fuel
CONNECT
economy of future cars and light
trucks means more vehicle
Sigma Manufacturing
manufacturers are seeking ways
Services
to reduce weight while
17157 E. 10 Mile Road
improving safety. These
Eastpointe, MI 48021
materials can significantly
Phone: 586-792-3300
reduce vehicle weight and these
vehicles become more fuel
Online:
www.sigmatoolmfg.com
efficient as a result.

Sigma is continually looking at cutting-edge materials to support advanced manufacturing, from carbon fiber to an array of composities.
Sigma also also created an environmentally-friendly operation
in Eastpointe.
“We have rehabilitated our facility to make it as green as possible,” Naidoo said. “We have installed energy efficient heating
throughout the plant and converted to LED lighting.”
Photos courtesy of Sigma Manufacturing Services		

The journey To
o success
can be a Tough
ough climb.
Let Chambers of CommerCe
Commer
op.
heLp guide you to the top
Leading Businesses.
Leading Communities.

586-493-7600
macombcountychamber.com

586-731-5400
shrcci.com
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OPPORTUNITY — WORKFORCE

Location,
Location,
Location
Bakes & Kropp, a Mount Clemens
luxury cabinet manufacturer, takes
aim at creating a global brand
By Mike Scott

B

akes & Kropp is proof
that a business that
creates luxury products
in Macomb County can satisfy the dreams of customers
around the world.
Partners Robert Bakes and
Paul Kropp established this
custom-built, luxury cabinetry business in 2014 in Mount
Clemens and it has grown
quickly in just two years.
The company’s team of designers, engineers, woodworkers and
finishers build cabinetry for wealthy clientele. It’s a business
that has been built on a strategic marketing plan supported by
exceptional customer referrals.
Bakes & Kropp’s products are in showrooms in New York
-- the Hamptons and New York City - and Plymouth, Mich., and
it continues to look for additional showroom partners in other
areas around the country. Whether purchased in Sag Harbor
or the New York Design Center in Manhattan, all products are
made in Macomb County and the executive staff will always call
the area home, said Kropp, who is also the company’s CFO.
“The history of having talented, experienced skilled trade
professionals in this region is great and we are able to take
advantage of that,” Kropp said. “In addition to our talented
internal workforce, many of our local vendors and suppliers
have worked in the automotive sector and have trade skills that
include working with such materials as metal and glass. These
skills are highly transferrable to our product line.”
Bakes & Kropp is benefitting from a boom in new construction and renovations in some of the world’s most expensive real
estate as the East Coast rebounds from the Great Recession.
Thriving sales mean increased revenues, higher wages and quarterly profit sharing. The Mount Clemens plant is conveniently
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located near an abundant
supply of raw materials and
transportation costs are low.
In the past two years, the
company has tripled production space.
Earlier this year, the
company was honored with
the 2016 Macomb Business
Award for “Startup Business
Robert Bakes Paul Kropp
to Watch.”
In addition to featuring its
products in showrooms, the company offers specialty items like
range hoods, butcher block countertops, custom vanities, tables
and more directly through
Bakes & Kropp. But the business is striving to manage its
CONNECT
growth wisely, Kropp said.
“We manage and operate
Bakes & Kropp
the business from right here
154 S Rose St.,
in Macomb County because
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
it continues to be the best
Phone: 888-206-0015
location for us,” Kropp said.
Email: pkropp@bakesand
“We wouldn’t have it any
kropp.com
other way with the support,
Online: www.bakesand
the resources and labor force
kropp.com
we have here.”
Photos courtesy of Bakes & Kropp
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M

ichigan

Harrison Township, located 20 miles from Detroit along the
shores of Lake St Clair, is the premier waterfront community.
In Harrison Township, you are home.
Lake St. Clair is one of the most beautiful lakes in the world.
Harrison Township has nearly 20 miles of waterfront property.
Whether on a personal watercraft, pleasure cruiser or fishing
boat, our waters are a majestic natural playground. Lake
St. Clair is one of the best freshwater fisheries and Harrison
Township has dozens of marinas and four public boat launches
to get you out on the water.
If staying on shore is more your style, Lake St. Clair MetroPark
has numerous activities to entertain everyone. The park is also
the starting point for the Township’s extensive network of
hike/bike trails. Situated at the mouth of the Clinton River,
we have our own freshwater Riviera with beautiful homes and
topnotch restaurants.
Harrison Township is home to world class businesses whether
you look at our marinas or industrial corridor. Approximately
halfway between two major international border crossings
and convenient to major expressways, our location provides
easy access to the automotive industry in the region. Home to
Selfridge ANG Base, we also have opportunities for the
defense industry.
www.harrison-township.org
(586) 466-1400
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B

eautiful historic homes grace tree lined
city streets. New Home developments
offer the latest in single family living, though
there is plenty of room for those who want
to experience a rural life-style. Richmond
residents enjoy a superior quality of life, with
access to some of the ﬁnest recreational
amenities in all of Michigan.
The City of Richmond is a growing city with
an estimated population of 6,000 residents
and is linked by the I-94 Expressway,
M-19, and the Gratiot Avenue corridor for
easy access to the Detroit/Flint/Port Huron
Metropolitan Areas. We offer many housing
options in various price ranges for everyone.
Richmond offers a wide variety of
recreational activities for the outdoor
enthusiast through its many municipal
parks as well as a comprehensive sidewalk
system throughout the city. The Macomb
Orchard Trail, a 23.5 mile linear park, begins
in Richmond and connects to a network of
trails. Join us for fun and ﬁtness!
The retail business districts offer turn of
the century charm and unique modern
Main Street architecture. The pedestrian
friendly downtown is the perfect location for
shopping and services. Special events are
held year round to promote our businesses.
Additionally, the city has worked with private
property owners on the development of
prime industrial property. Richmond is ready
for your business!
For more information on the City of
Richmond, please visit our website at
www.cityofrichmond.net or contact us at
(586) 727-7571.
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INDUSTRY — AGRICULTURE/FOOD

Growing Market
Entrepreneurs turn Michigan cereal grains
into a successful business by providing
malt to home brewers and distillers
By Mike Scott

M

otorcity Malt House is a great example of how you
don’t have to be a large business to have large success
in Macomb County.
In 2012, owners Tom Laboda and Dan Bailey, who grew up
together in Shelby Township, discovered a need in Michigan’s
home brewing and distillery marketplace. A brewery owner in
Traverse City, Mich., had searched for Michigan-made malt for
his products but couldn’t find any.
So Laboda and Bailey decided to fill the need. They incorporated the malt house in 2014 and haven’t looked back.
“Before Prohibition in the 1920s there were a lot of malt
houses in the state of Michigan but they decreased over the
years and once Stroh’s left Detroit there were no malt houses for
awhile,” Laboda said. “But with the craft brewing trend, there
is a need for it now and we found a perfect time to enter the
marketplace.”
The partners found a market but they also found the perfect
location: 2,100 square-foot facility in Shelby Township. By working with the economic development team at Macomb County,
Laboda and Bailey were introduced to the Detroit Food and Ag
Network (DFAN) through which they earned a $3,500 grant; the
Michigan Department of Agriculture where they were assisted with all the licensing they needed to run the business; and
received assistance picking out real estate.
“We continue to receive tremendous support,” Laboda said.
“Macomb County has a wonderful tradition of farm-based businesses and the county and local communities have gone out of
their way to make sure we are as successful as we can be.”
Growth is expected to continue although the partners are
taking it at a manageable pace. There is high demand for malt
made in Michigan both because there is extremely short supply
and because it has a unique flavor.
Malt is byproduct left over after a cereal grain has been dried,
allowed to sprout, dried again then heated in an oven. Any
cereal grains can be used to make malt, such as rice, wheat, oats
and rye. But the most common is barley, which is used in the
production of most beers and malted whiskeys.
All of Motorcity’s barley growers are located in the state’s
Thumb region north of Macomb County, making Shelby Township an ideal location. With the rising number of craft breweries
and craft whiskey and bourbon distillers in the region, Motorcity
has a geographic advantage.
Laboda says that most malt is produced by big growers on the
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West Coast, but that is not Motorcity’s goal. He and Bailey want
to continue to provide malt from individual varieties of Michigan barley.
Modest growth is more than possible, given that Michigan
businesses use 25 million pounds of malt per year, while Motorcity currently produces 150,000 during the same time span.
“It’s like providing that homemade soup with a flavor you
can’t get anywhere else,” Laboda said. “Our malt has that type of
unique flavor. We are exactly where we want to be.”
Photos courtesy of Motorcity Malt House

Above: Dan Bailey sewing bags of malt for shipment.
Left: Tom Laboda with a 1000 pounds of malt ready to ship.

CONNECT
Motorcity Malt House
51526 Schoenherr Road
Shelby Township, MI 48315
Phone: 586-745-4370
Email: contact@motorcitymalt.com
Online: www.motorcitymalt.com
Barley sprouting before going in the oven for malting process.
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LONGEVITY — DEFENSE

Long Road
to Freedom
For nearly a century, Selfridge has been
a cornerstone of America’s military and
Macomb County’s defense industry
By Mike Scott

S

elfridge Air Force Base, home of the 127th Wing of the
Michigan Air National Guard, will be celebrating its
100th anniversary in 2017. Over the last century, the
3,600-acre base nestled along Lake St. Clair in Harrison
Township has become an integral part of the community.
Currently more than 1,700 personnel work at the base fulltime and another 2,700 part-timers work on the base.
For each member of the guard or military, there are several
civilians working alongside to provide support, logistic and
technical expertise to protect our military personnel overseas
and within the borders of the United States, said Tech Sgt. Dan
Heaton, who works at the base full-time. The civilians work with
the Michigan National Guard and U.S. Border Patrol, and all
branches of the active U.S. military including the Coast Guard,
Air Force, Army, Navy and Marine Corps. From cooks to
firefighters, scientists to mechanics, full- and part-time civilian
employees contribute to the safety and defense of our nation
from the base, located where Hall Road meets Lake St. Clair.
“We have many partnerships with organizations and law
enforcement personnel from the area,” Heaton said. “It is logical
to have relationships with various groups in the community
because our goals are the same.”
For example, Selfridge personnel work at the base with
Macomb Community College to train cadets in the county’s
police academy, Heaton said. The space at Selfridge allows
military personnel from the National Guard, Air Force, U.S.
Army, a numerous branches of the military to train in tactical
driving and K-9 handling as well.
The base’s location provides easy access for millions of people
throughout Southeastern Michigan as well, Heaton said, which
helps for recruiting purposes. It also allows personnel to work
with local contractors that work in Macomb County. And the
base’s fire department will assist in fighting fires in neighboring
communities.
“There is a tremendous talent pool here. After men or women
who complete their … service return back home, we offer many
opportunities for them to serve part-time,” Heaton said. “These
men and women are experienced in specific skills that can
translate to support (Selfridge) in a variety of ways.”
During 2017, the base is planning a variety of events to
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celebrate its centennial, according to Heaton. There will be an
open house and air show Augt 19-20, and traveling displays
from local museums and veterans’ groups will be featured at the
base will feature throughout
the year.
CONNECT
“We have had events at
Selfridge over the years but
Selfridge Air National
recently we have been sending
Guard Base
more and more of our men
Harrison Township
and women overseas,” Heaton
Phone: 586-239-4387
said. “We also plan to engage
Employees: 1,700 full-time;
our local veterans as much as
2,700 part-time
possible moving forward.”
Photos courtesy of Selfridge
Air National Guard Base

Online: http://www.127wg.
ang.af.mil

Top: Selfridge personnel in 1931.
Second from top: Selfridge personnel today.
Left: Demonstration of planes refueling in midair.
Above: General welcomes home Air Refueling Airmen from Guam.
Middle right: Airmen in an emergency fire exercise.
Bottom right: Airmen performing plane maintenance.
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It’s time to choose
Chippewa Valley Schools
• Warm and welcoming neighborhood schools with high academic standards,
accredited by AdvancED
• Local, state and national awards for excellence
• M-STEP scores that exceed state and county averages
• State-of-the-art classrooms featuring 21st Century Interactive Technology
• Twelve elementary schools featuring cutting-edge curriculum in math, writing, and science
• Innovative ninth grade centers on the campus of each comprehensive high school
• Award-winning fine arts, band and choir programs
• Early College, Dual Enrollment and more than 15 Advanced Placement courses provide
high school students with an opportunity to earn college credit
• Outstanding CTE programs including a two-year Medical Careers Academy and
Mechatronics/Robotics program, plus Science Olympiad, LEGO Robotics and
Destination Imagination programs
• Home of the International Academy of Macomb (IAM) International Baccalaureate High School
for Macomb County students

586-723-2240 • choosechippewa.com
COMING SOON:
$134.5 million worth of
district-wide upgrades in
technology, facilities, safety
and security, buses, fields
and playgrounds, classroom
furniture, and band and
athletic equipment.

WARREN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS
1.888.4WCS.KIDS
WCSKIDS.NET
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Creating Dynamic Futures


Tra ns it io na l K in de rga rt e n



E a rly C hi ld h oo d Ce nt e r



Be f o re a n d Af t e r S c h o ol
La t c h k e y



K - 6 Y e a r R ou n d opt i o n



Mi dd le S c h oo l V isu a l a n d
P e rf o rm i n g Art s



Hi gh S c ho ol P e rf or m i ng A rt s



Mi dd le S ch oo l Mat hemati cs
S cie n c e Te c hn ol ogy Ce nt e r



Hi gh S c ho ol Ma c o m b Ma t he m a t ic s S c ie n c e Te c hn ol ogy Ce nt e r



Hi gh q ua l it y ins t ruc t io n in a ll
P re K - 1 2 c l a s s r o om s



Ca re e r P re pa ra t io n Ce nt e r



In nov a t iv e S c ie nc e , T e c h no lo gy ,
E ng in e e ri n g a nd M a t he m a t i c s



Hi gh S c ho ol A dv a nc e d
P la c e m e nt a n d Dua l E nr ol l m e nt



S t a t e - of - t he - Art I ns t r uc t i on a l
Te c h n ol ogy i n a ll c la s s ro o m s



Instr um enta l Mus ic pr o gra m



Cha m p io ns hi p At h le t ic s

100% Highly Qualified Teaching Staff
Full Day Kindergarten Programs
College Dual Enrollment Opportunities
Advanced Placement Courses and Programs
Award Winning Fine Arts Programs
Cutting Edge Career and Technical Education Programs
Student progress is continually assessed and
individualized instruction is provided
Updated Facilities and Technology
Fully Accredited Programs
To find out more about
Warren Woods educational community,
visit our website at:
www.warrenwoods.misd.net
or by contacting the Pupil Services
Office at: (586) 439-4468
It is the policy of the Warren Woods Public Schools that no person shall,
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry,
gender/sex, age, disability, height, weight or marital status
be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination during any program or activity or employment.

A GREAT PLACE T O LEARN!

Our Mission is to create a challenging collaborative learning community
that prepares all students for success in a global society.
• Robust curriculum with a focus on 21st century skills

• Extensive world language curriculum at all levels

• Smart Boards in ALL elementary and middle school classrooms

• Innovative Elementary Chinese Immersion program

• Free college credit opportunities through Advanced Placement
classes, dual enrollment, and Early College of Macomb

• Several hybrid course offerings at the high school level

• Hands-on Career Technical Education linked to jobs in demand

• Air Force JROTC program teaching aerospace science,
leadership education and wellness

• Specialized Math/Science/Technology program

• Early childhood programs to jump start education

• Competitive athletics in middle and high school

• Participation in the Michigan Schools of Choice Program.

Visit our website for details.

• Award-winning fine and performing arts programs
Visit us at www.lc-ps.org. Like us on

. Follow us on

. Watch us on

and

.
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Macomb County
Public Schools
and

Macomb Intermediate
School District (MISD)
Leadership, Shared Services and
Partnerships in Education
Macomb County’s 21 public school districts contribute significantly to the quality
of life in Macomb County. A recent survey reported that people move to Macomb
County because of quality schools, safe neighborhoods and a positive business
environment. Districts are thinking ahead, planning and pushing forward to provide
all students with the skills they will need to be successful, productive citizens.
Macomb districts range from the very small to very large, from urban to rural,
each looking forward in its own way. To learn more about a specific district, go to
www.misd.net and click on Macomb Schools.
Anchor Bay Schools
Armada Area Schools
Center Line Public Schools
Chippewa Valley Schools
Clintondale Community Schools
East Detroit Public Schools
Fitzgerald Public Schools
Fraser Public Schools
Lake Shore Public Schools
Lakeview Public Schools
L’Anse Creuse Public Schools

Mt. Clemens Community Schools
New Haven Community Schools
Richmond Community Schools
Romeo Community Schools
Roseville Community Schools
South Lake Schools
Utica Community Schools
Van Dyke Public Schools
Warren Consolidated Schools
Warren Woods Public Schools

Macomb Intermediate School District
44001 Garfield Road, Clinton Township, MI 48038
586.228.3300

For more information about the MISD and the 21 school districts, go to www.misd.net
MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 24

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 25

LONGEVITY — DEFENSE

A History
of Service
General Dynamics, a global leader in
defense, benefits from Macomb location
By Mike Scott

G

eneral Dynamics’ largest location in southeastern
Michigan is in the middle of Macomb County’s Arsenal
of Innovation. And the defense industry’s current and
future success can be directly attributed to the world-class
universities in the area, including Lawrence Tech, Oakland
University, Wayne State University to name a few.
That Macomb County location houses General Dynamics
Land Systems, a global leader in providing land and amphibious
combat systems to the defense industry. A subsidiary of General
Dynamics, General Dynamics Land Systems’ employs an
innovative and highly unique workforce of 6,800 people who are
dedicated to developing vehicles, capabilities, and services that
provide a strong global defense and bring our fighting men and
women home safely to their families.
General Dynamics Land Systems in Sterling Heights has
benefited from generations of talented workers in the area,
according to the company. It also has nearby access to highly
effective government services and departmental locations in the
area like the U.S. Army, TACOM, TARDEC, and outstanding
organizations like the NDIA, Women in Defense, City of Sterling
Heights, Macomb County Chamber of Commerce and the
Detroit Area Chamber of Commerce.
The men and women of General Dynamics Land Systems
have a great history of providing soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines from around the world with a full spectrum of worldclass ground and amphibious combat systems, according to the
company. Its employees are laser focused on providing the U.S.
military and its allies with the most innovative and technicallyadvanced products and capabilities in the world, always at an
exceptional value.
With nearly 2,000 employees in the area, General Dynamics
Land Systems is very fortunate to be part of Macomb County’s
proud heritage and strong values, according to the company. It
has deep roots in Macomb County going back to the 1940’s
WWII era when Chrysler Corporation built the Detroit Arsenal
Tank Plant and Rosie the Riveter helped build tanks at the
plant. The Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant was the beginning of
Michigan’s combat vehicle industrial base, centered in
Macomb County.
And General Dynamics has matured as a business alongside

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 26

General Dynamics’ largest location in southeastern Michigan is in
the middle of Macomb County’s Arsenal of Innovation.

Land Systems
Macomb County for more than 80 years, according to the
company. Today, its highly talented team of employees lives in
28 cities across Macomb County. The collective character of
General Dynamics and its employees are the product of the
schools and communities that are located in the county.
General Dynamics Land Systems is home to a vehicle test
center that features a dynamometer. It is capable of testing
everything from a car to a military vehicle that weighs 30 tons
or more. The vehicle test center is located in the Maneuver
Collaboration Center at the company’s headquarters in
Sterling Heights.
The company also works
CONNECT
with very capable suppliers
within its value chain. General
General Dynamics Land
Dynamics conducts business
Systems
with more than 300 suppliers
Address: 38500 Mound Rd,
across the state of Michigan
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
many which are in the
Phone: 586-825-4000
Macomb County area.

Online: www.gdls.com

Photos courtesy of General Dynamics

General Dynamics has deep roots in Macomb County, going back
to the WWII era.
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AUTO
epicenter

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN

meets

Knowledge and commitment merge in Michigan.
Home to more than 75% of domestic automotive
R&D. The world’s first and only research center dedicated to
testing connected and autonomous vehicles in real-world
settings. A growing leadership position in cyber security. And
a high-tech population that rivals any in the world. Such is
the road Michigan is traveling in the world of automotive.
Leading the industry to a world of innovation and discovery.
To a world that’s Pure Michigan.

1.888.565.0052
michiganbusiness.org
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LIVABILITY — HOUSING

A Home for
Everyone
From million-dollar dream
homes to affordable
bungalows, there are many
options to call home
By Jane Peterson

W

hether you’re looking for a $1 million
dream property or an affordable home
for a growing family, Macomb County
has many attractive neighborhoods.
“Macomb County is a great place to be,” said
real estate agent and Greater Metropolitan
Association of REALTORS® President Debbie
Zalewski. “Everything is conveniently located to
wonderful dining experiences, pubs, an array of
city services and, of course, Lake St. Clair.”
The county has a wonderful mix of quality
homes in established urban areas, upscale
housing and new builds. Houses for under
$100,000 are primarily located in Roseville,
Eastpointe and Centerline, she said. These
properties generally are wood or aluminum-sided
bungalows or small brick homes with detached
garages.
Moving into Warren and St. Clair Shores,
buyers are likely to discover more brick-style
homes on cozy tree-lined streets, said Zalewski.
More contemporary designs typical of the
1980s and ‘90s can be found in Sterling Heights,
Clinton Township, Washington Township, Shelby
Township and New Baltimore. These homes will
run around $250,000.
Newer, luxurious dream homes are located in
Shelby, Washington and Clinton townships,
where selling prices can range from $500,000-$1
million and higher.
“The highest price in Macomb County is in
Bruce Township, north of Romeo,” she said. “It is
an 87-acre estate that is $4.1 million.”
Photos courtesy of Macomb County

HERE’S A LOOK AT SOME HOUSES RECENTLY SOLD IN A VARIETY
OF PRICE RANGES IN MACOMB COUNTY:
Stylish and
modern

• Location:
Clinton
Township
• Style:
½ duplex
condominium
• Year built:
2002
• Price: 		
$212,000

Upscale and
comfortable
• Location:
Clinton
Township
• Style:
Colonial
• Year built:
1959
• Remodeled:
2005
• Price: 		
$218,000

Cozy family
home

• Location:
Macomb
Township
• Style:		
Townhouse
condominium
• Year built:
2003
• Price: 		
$177,900

Affordable
starter
home
• Location:
Roseville
• Style:
Ranch
• Year built:
1967
• Price:
$91,000
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LIVABILITY — RECREATION

Getting Out
is Easy
Macomb County features 3,800
acres of parks, miles of shoreline and
dozens of golf courses to enjoy
By Mike Scott

M

acomb County residents are supported by an
infrastructure of parks, golf courses and waterways
that offers many ways to enjoy outdoor activities on
the water, links or trails.
Macomb County has 34 miles of coastline along Lake St. Clair
with plenty of opportunities for swimming, boating, fishing and
more. There are numerous public beaches and yacht and boat
clubs, sailboat races and kayaking and canoe liveries to help
residents celebrate the “sixth Great Lake,” the large body of
water called Lake St. Clair that connects the St. Clair River and
Lake Huron to the north to the Detroit River and Lake Erie to
the south.
Golf enthusiasts have been traveling to Michigan for their
18-hole excursions for years, and Macomb County offers more
than 25 public golf courses to meet the needs of golfers. From
Glacier Club in Washington Township to Stony Creek
Metropark’s course, Macomb County golf courses are
challenging but fair; picturesque but accessible.
In addition to the many local city parks scattered throughout
the county, Macomb is home to state recreational facilities as
well as three Huron-Clinton Metroparks. In all, there are more
than 3,800 acres of municipal parks – more than enough to
meet the needs of residents.
The Metroparks include Stoney Creek, which first opened in
1966, Lake St. Clair and Wolcott Mill. George Phifer, director of
the Huron-Clinton Metroparks, says that more than two million
people visit those three parks each year. By 2017, the three parks
will receive $2.5 million in upgrades and enhancements, such as
zip lines, a triple water slide, a new boat launch and new
playground equipment.
“We feel it is important to invest the very reasonable park
fees and any tax revenue we receive right back into the parks
system,” Phifer said. “We have many runners and bike riders
that train for races at these parks and other activities, such as
paddle boating and kayaking.”

State facilities:
• Algonac State Park in Clay Township, that features rare oak
savanahs along the St. Clair River and has ideal viewing spot for

river freighters and features year-round camping;
• Wetzel State Recreation Area in New Haven that features
trails for cross country skiing, hiking and snowmobiles;
• St. Clair Flats State Wildlife Area on Harsen’s Island, which
features 25,555 acres of land for hunting and observing
waterfowl.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County
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Map courtesy of Macomb County
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LIVABILITY — ACTIVITIES

Places to Go,
Things to Do
There is always something exciting and
fun to do without leaving Macomb County
By Jane Peterson

Night Ranger performing at Freedom Hill.

Freedom Hill Amphitheatre

Michigan Peach Festival
Since 1931, the Michigan Peach
Festival in Romeo has been a Labor Day
weekend tradition. According to
organizers, it is the second oldest
festival in the state. This family event
features the Floral Parade, car show,
children’s parade, peach treats and
more. A highlight is the crowning of the
Peach Queen. Details: www.
michiganpeachfest.com.

Summertime is made for outdoor
concerts and Freedom Hill Amphitheatre
does not disappoint. With pavilion
seating for nearly 4,200 and lawn seating
for approximately 3,000, it attracts a
number of top-notch music artists. Built
in 2000, the Amphitheatre is located in
Freedom Hill County Park in Sterling
Heights. Palace Sports & Entertainment
entered into a cooperative agreement
with Luna Entertainment to handle all
booking and marketing for the venue.

DINKA DENTAL

Proudly Serving
The Community Since 1989

John D. Dinka,D.D.S.
Catherine M. Osinski Dinka,
D.D.S. & Associates
A HEALTHY MOUTH
IS A HEALTHY BODY

Welcoming
New Patients

Of All Ages.

Don’t Put Yourself At Risk For Heart Attack
Or Stroke Because Of Gum Disease

FREE FREE
INITIAL
CONSULTATION
With This Ad

Annual Romeo Peach festival parade.

+

Come visit our State Of The Art Dental Office
With All Of The Latest In Technology.
LED Lighting • Digital X-Rays • Intra Oral Cameras
• Updated Computer Information Systems
Our Patients Will Enjoy A Relaxing GREEN
Environment For All Of Their Dental Needs
Always using premium MADE IN AMERICA
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures & Partials

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CARE FOR YOUR FAMILY

WE
CHILDREN
• Same Day Emergencies • Most Insurances Accepted • Teeth Whitening/Bleaching
• Senior Discounts
• Nitrous Oxide (Gas) • Cosmetic Dentistry/Veneers Mon - Thurs
DIGITAL X-RAYS • Dentures & Repairs Sedation
• Financing Available
8:30 - 7:00
With This Ad
ALL
MAJOR
CREDIT
Michigan
Dental
Association
Members
Fri & Sat
70% LESS RADIATION
CARDS
ACCEPTED
EXPOSURE
8:30 - 1:00
ALWAYS ACCEPTING
By
Appointment Also
NEW PATIENTS!

Heights • 35100 Tiffany, Suite 101
586-939-5800 Sterling
On The 15 Mile Rd Entrance To Target & MJR Cinema 20

www.dinkadental.com
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Left: Styx performing at Freedom Hill.
Middle: Jimmy John’s Field in Utica is the
new home for three independent professional
baseball teams:
Right: Sailboat on Lake St. Clair, which is
considered one of the best fisheries in the
world.
Details: www.palacenet.com/venues-events/
freedom-hill-amphitheatre.

Lake St. Clair
Lake St. Clair is a destination spot in
Macomb County. This freshwater lake is a
popular site where residents go to relax and
families make memories. Stocked with
bluegill, muskellunge, walleye, Northern
pike and rainbow trout, Lake St. Clair is
recognized as one of the best fisheries in the
world. Details: www.makemacombyourhome.
com/#!outdoors/cg2b.

Jimmy John’s Field
When the weather warms up, Macomb
residents head out to Jimmy John’s Field
to watch United Shore Professional
Baseball League baseball. This stunning
stadium is home to three independent
professional teams: Utica Unicorns,
Eastside Diamond Hoppers and
Birmingham Bloomfield Beavers. The
ballpark features seating for 4,500 fans
and a number premium amenities.
Details:www.uspbl.com/ballpark.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County, Digital First Media

If you’re looking for a little fun, Macomb County has plenty
in store. Like to shop? Browse our quaint boutiques, outdoor
malls and eclectic weekend markets. Feeling sporty? Take in
a semi-pro baseball game at our new 2,000-seat Jimmy John’s
Field. Or beat the heat in the pristine waters of nearby Lake
St. Clair, and paddleboard, kayak, boat, swim or cast a line.
All this, plus lots of first-class hotels and restaurants, makes
Macomb County a great entertainment and recreation destination.

DISCOVER DETROIT, AMERICA’S GREAT COMEBACK CITY.

The Mall at Partridge Creek
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LIVABILITY — HEALTHCARE

Specialists
Next Door
World-class medical facilities and
staff call Macomb County home
By Jane Peterson

W

ith world-class
medical facilities
dotting the landscape,
Macomb County residents don’t
have to travel far to receive quality health care.
Children’s Hospital of Michigan Stilson Specialty Center cares
for the youngest family members. Located in Clinton Township,
it provides access to pediatric specialists and a number of
outpatient children’s services. The 48,000 square-foot facility
opened in 2008 and specializes in gastroenterology,
rehabilitation services, audiology, cardiology, neurology,
ophthalmology, orthopedics, allergy and ENT.
From the interior colors and kids-only optical shop to a
therapeutic rock climbing wall and original art by children living
in Macomb County providing the décor, the Stilson Specialty
Center is family-friendly, said Luanne Thomas-Ewald, CEO at the
Children’s Hospital of Michigan.
The facility employs approximately 70 professionals in Clinton
Township and represents an estimated $13 million investment to
the city over a span of 10 years. Macomb County has been a
great partner, said Thomas-Ewald, by helping support Children’s
Hospital of Michigan’s growth with affordable housing to young
families, wonderful options for school-aged children and familyoriented opportunities within parks and shorelines.
In addition to the economic advantages, Macomb’s medical
facilities help contribute to the sense of community and quality

Children’s Hospital of Michigan Stilson Specialty Center cares for
the youngest family members.
of life.
Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals have campuses in Mount
Clemens and Clinton Township as well as health centers and
outpatient location across Macomb County. Programs focus on
improving the lives and overall health of residents.
Henry Ford Macomb is very involved in the community and
invests in the services residents need, such as minimally-invasive
procedures, joint replacement and cancer care.
“Our vision within Henry Ford is to transform lives and
communities — one person at a time. In Macomb County, it is
my goal to be seen as an integral part of the community. We
want to serve as a partner in keeping people healthy and caring
for our friends and neighbors when they are facing complex
health problems, from heart disease or cancer to traumatic
injury or stroke,” notes Henry Ford Macomb President and Chief
Executive Officer Barbara Rossmann.

Bay Nursing Home Health Care & Nurse-Owned & Operated
Services
•
•
•
•
•
•
Quality Home Care Promotes
Quality Healing at Home.

Wound Care
Ostomy/Incontinence Services
Cardiac Recovery
Spinal Injury Recovery
Diabetic Education Program
Nursing, Occupational/Physical &
SpeechTherapies, Medical Social Work,
Home Care Assistant

• Congestive Heart Failure & Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
• Vital Stim & Vestibular Certified
• Stroke Recovery
In
• Orthopedics Program
Business
for 24
(Knee, Hip, Shoulder)
years.
• Pediatrics
• Certified Lymphedema Wrapping

Sincere Follow-Through Even
After Healing Is Complete

Don’t Trust Your Loved One To Just Anyone. We Provide Friendly, Sincere Care To Promote Healing At Home.
SERVICE AREA

Macomb County • St. Clair County
• Southeast Lapeer County • Eastern Oakland County
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INSURANCES

Medicare, BCBS, Medicaid
& Majority of others insurances are accepted.

www.baynursinginc.com

(586) 752-1111

Privately Owned &
Operated for a higher
degree of care.

Macomb County is also home to:
• Webber Cancer Center/St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital,
Warren Campus: Offering an array of healthcare services, 		
including women’s health and cancer treatments.
Phone: 586-573-5000
Website: www.stjohnprovidence.org/Macomb
• McLaren Macomb, Mount Clemens Campus: Features the
Mat Gaberty Heart Center.
Phone: 586-493-8000
Website: www.mcLaren.org/macomb/
• Beaumont Medical Center in Macomb Township
Phone: 586-416-8400
Website: www.Beaumont.edu/patients-visitors/locationsmaps-and-directions/beaumont-medical-centers-michigancommunity-care/macomb-township/
• Harbor Oaks Hospital in New Baltimore: An inpatient
treatment center for those battling drug and alcohol addiction,
bipolar and behavioral disorders.
Phone: 866-258-3079
Website: www.harboroaks.com
• Oakland Regional Macomb Center in Warren
Phone: 586-751-9800
Website: www.oaklandregionalhospital.com
Photos courtesy of Children’s Hospital of Michigan
and Henry Ford Macomb Hospital

The Stilson Specialty Center is a family-friendly facility.

Wellness Wednesdays is a program presented by Henry Ford Macomb.

Exce
cellence in Rehabilitation, Putting the Patient & Family First!

34643 Ketsin Drive • Sterling Heights, MI 48310
To Enjoy a Tour, Please Call: (586) 978-2280
www.CherrywoodNursing.com

At Cherrywood our Rehab gets you home!
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An Affiliate of Beaumont Health

Setting the new standard
in rehabilitative care
Shelby Nursing Center’s new luxury addition “The Hudson” caters to those seeking
a specialized rehabilitation experience. Uncover state-of-the-art amenities while
receiving the most advanced clinical care for a maximized recovery.
• Luxury private suites with individual showers
• Upscale furnishing and décor
• 43” Smart TV’s in every suite
• Complimentary WiFi and valet services
• An exclusive bistro dining experience featuring Starbucks® coffee
•

Access to Shelby’s celebrated 10,000-square-foot therapy gym

46100 Schoenherr Road, Shelby Township, MI 48315
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586-566-1100

|

www.aPremierLife.com

OPPORTUNITY — PARTNERSHIPS

Strategic
Investments
Macomb County thrives thanks
to investments and relationships
By Jane Peterson

M

acomb County’s Department of Planning & Economic
Development wants to secure investments that add to
a community’s tax base, but that’s not its only goal.
For Executive Director John Paul Rea, making sure that
investment is the right fit is just as important.
“We consider the spirit of each community,” he said. “We
nurture an understanding of what they can develop with these
investments.”
The Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic
Development’s mission is to help businesses identify
opportunities and navigate through the complex process of
starting, expanding or relocating companies to the area.
“We guide people through the permitting and processing
aspects and chart out the course of action from innovation to

application,” he said. “We have a variety of tools, incentives and
resources to offer.”
Rea is proud of the relationships Macomb County and its 27
municipal governments have fostered with local, state and
federal officials. Together, they explore all the opportunities
available to attract potential businesses and sustain the highquality jobs that come with such investments.
One of Macomb County’s growing industries is advanced
manufacturing. Integration of production and technology is
revolutionizing the manufacturing process, Rea said, and highly
skilled workers are critical to attracting these companies and
encouraging those already here to expand.
Rea believes it is the county’s talent that will sustain economic
development and its high quality of life. The planning process
takes into consideration amenities potential employees will be
looking for, including good
schools, affordable housing and
CONNECT
access to dining and shopping
areas. It also factors in the needs
Macomb County
of the company for adequate
Department of Planning
infrastructure, transportation
& Economic Development
routes and utilities.
Address: One S. Main
The county’s success with
Street, 7th Floor, Mount
fitting all these pieces of the
Clemens, MI 48043
puzzle together continues to
Phone: 586-469-5285
create economically strong
Email: planning
communities.
Photo by Ray Skowronek

@macomb gov.org
Online: ped.macombgov.org

The Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic Development is housed in the county administration building.
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OPPORTUNITY — WORKFORCE

Smart Future
Key to county’s future success lies in
creating a workforce of highly skilled,
adaptable and educated employees
By Jane Peterson

Macomb Community College’s south campus.

W

orkforce development programs open up opportunities
for communities.
They provide employers with the talent they need to
make their businesses successful and offer individuals the chance
to learn new skills and better provide for their families.
As David Verbeke works toward his certification in mold
making and his associate’s degree at Macomb Community
College, he supports his family by working at Proper Tooling in
Warren. He learns his trade at school and applies the concepts
he learns at work.
There is a demand for skilled individuals in information
technology, design and automotive manufacturing, said Joe
Petrosky, dean of Engineering and Advanced Technology at MCC.
These are employment sectors with a strong presence in
Macomb County.
“Apprentice programs are a great avenue for employers to
develop their workforce. People are working on the job and
learning on the job,” he said.
Petrosky is pleased that more people will be able to take the
path to apprenticeship thanks to a $3.5 million grant awarded to
Macomb Community College and Grand Rapids Community
College. The two colleges developed the Michigan Apprenticeship
Program Plus (MAP+) program, which is expected to provide 600
apprentices with specialized on-the-job training. MCC will use
the grant to prepare students for careers in advanced
manufacturing while Grand Rapids Community College will
focus on information technology. The grant was announced by
President Barack Obama last September.
For many, apprenticeships are an attractive option after
graduating high school. Early College Programs in high schools
introduce the apprenticeship career pathway at a younger age.
“The world is right in front of them,” said Verbeke. “They can get
their foot in the door with a good paying, full time career.”
Four years into his apprenticeship, today Verbeke is married
and has a newborn child. He feels confident about his future and
appreciates his MCC instructors who have been supportive of his
efforts to balance work, home and school because they know
what it has been like to go through the process themselves.
Apprenticeships and workforce development programs are
directly targeted to skills needed in the workplace. MCC
instructors have industry experience and are constantly updating
their skills to adapt to what employers are looking for in an everchanging, global marketplace, said Petrosky.
Photos courtesy of Macomb Community College

Students receive instruction in Macomb Community College’s
automotive high-bay garage.
Students
training
on HVAC
equipment
in Macomb
community
College’s
Climate
Control Lab.

CONNECT
Macomb Community College
14500 E. 12 Mile Road, Warren, MI 48088
Phone: 586-445-7438
Email: apprenticeship@macomb.edu.
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DIVERSITY — OUTREACH

Everyone
is Welcome
Multiculturalism is encouraged
and celebrated in Macomb County
By Jane Peterson

A

s immigrants continue to settle in Macomb County,
statistics show that nearly one in every 10 Macomb
County residents is born outside of the United States. It
is clear that this vibrant mix of cultures is positively impacting
local communities, but to ensure that everyone feels welcome,
county officials have launched several inclusive initiatives.
“With over 100 languages spoken by residents, there is a need
to embrace, share and celebrate our diverse community,” said
Macomb County Deputy Executive Pam Lavers. “Macomb
County has really taken a leadership role in building a
community that works hand-in-hand with foreign-born and
American-born residents.”
OneMacomb was created by Macomb County Executive Mark
A. Hackel to support and promote multiculturalism and
inclusion efforts. The organization hosts a variety of activities
such as the OneMacomb Award that recognizes diversity
inclusion efforts. Another initiative, the Lunch and Learn series,
enhances the knowledge and
understanding of county
CONNECT
employees about the various
cultures that make up Macomb
One Macomb
County.
Address: One South Main,
A highlight of Welcoming
8th Floor, Mount Clemens,
Week, also hosted by
MI, 48043
OneMacomb, celebrates when
Phone: 586-493-4877
residents become naturalized
Email: OneMacomb
citizens. This September, 160
@macombgov.org
people are expected to become
Online:
naturalized citizens, said Lavers.
diversity.macombgov.org
Macomb County is part of the
Welcoming Economies (WE)
Global Network, a consortium of 10 states across the Midwest
that focuses on maximizing local initiatives across the region
that welcome immigrant communities as valued contributors to
local economies and Welcoming Michigan, a group of 11
communities across the state that foster mutual respect for
community members, immigrants and refugees.
Membership in these organizations provide access to tools,
materials and support as Macomb County continues to seek out
new ways to empower immigrants and build a welcoming
environment for everyone.
A grant of $33,000 from Welcoming America and the
Partnership for a New American Economy, along with matching
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Each year OneMacomb hosts a naturalization ceremony where
immigrants take their final step by pledging their allegiance and
becoming United States citizens.

Macomb County is proud of its rich, diverse cultures and works
hard to create a welcoming environment for everyone.

funds from county government and community partners, will
continue to boost OneMacomb’s efforts to support collaborative
and community-based activities that embrace, share and
celebrate multiculturalism and inclusion. It is part of the
Gateways for Growth Challenge.
Many county-wide programs have been put into place to ease
the transition process for immigrants, including:
• A housing committee to assist refugees as the re-settle in
local communities
• Job fairs with adult English as a Second Language learners
• Community events like a recent day-long diversity summit
• Arts and cultural events that highlight traditions from
around the world
• Language interpretive services
• Multi-lingual signage throughout the county
“Everyone is welcome in Macomb County,” said Lavers.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County

DIVERSITY — WORKFORCE

A Success in
Any Language
Auto supplier AGS needed hundreds of
skilled employees for a new plant, so
it looked to refugees and immigrants
By Jane Peterson

W

hen AGS
Automotive
Systems opened a
new facility in Macomb
County, it invested in a
building, a community and its employees.
It was July 2013 and the Tier 1 automotive supplier needed
a staff of 150-200 people to manufacture its bumper systems
for General Motors light and heavy duty trucks. Its managers
partnered with Michigan Staffing and Macomb Community
College on training initiatives and were able to establish a
diverse workforce that included many Iraqi refugees.
“About 80-85 percent of our workforce is Iraqi or of Arabic
descent, said Jim McCarty, operations manager of the 18 ½
Mile facility in Sterling Heights. “We succeed together. We feel
very blessed with this workforce.”
There is a strong sense of community at AGS. Since many
employees are bilingual and others don’t speak any English,
AGS translates documents, offers English as a Second
Language classes on site and promotes from within, said
McCarty.
“We want to develop long-lasting relationships,” said
Jennifer Rizk, human resources manager, “Without our
employees, we wouldn’t have a business.”
The employee population at AGS reflects the growing
diversity of the Sterling Heights community as many Iraqi
refugees have settled in the area. A Welcoming City, Sterling
Heights is a warm, friendly community that revels in its rich
cultural diversity.
AGS Automotive is headquartered in Ontario. When the
company decided to expand in the United States, it purchased
a 300,000 square-foot building in Sterling Heights.
The area was ideal because the company already had plant
facilities in the city for some time. The new location is near
the tech center in a community that has great infrastructure
with affordable housing and family-friendly amenities like
parks to ensure a fantastic quality of life for its employees.
However, it was its previous positive experiences with city
and county officials that made the most impact. Working with
the city of Sterling Heights, Macomb County Department of

When the Tier 1 automotive supplier needed a staff of 150-200
people to manufacture its bumper systems for General Motors
light and heavy duty trucks, it reached out to Sterling Heights’
diverse community.

By investing in its core values of teamwork and cooperation, AGS
continues to be successful. It is hiring new employees.
Planning and Economic
Development and the Michigan
Economic Development
Corporation, AGS was able to
secure a handsome package of
incentives and assistance that
made the property purchase
feasible.
By investing in its core values
of teamwork and cooperation,
AGS has built upon its success
and continues to hire new
employees.

CONNECT
AGS Automotive Systems
6640 Sterling Drive
South, 6690 and 6710
Sterling Drive North,
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
Phone: 586-268-4888
Email: inquiries@agsauto
motive.com
Online:
www.agsautomotive.com

Photos courtesy of AGS
Automotive Systems
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FREE FOR ALL .
General museum admission to the Detroit Institute of Arts
is free for residents of Macomb County.

5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48202
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313.833.7900

More information at:

OPPORTUNITY — EDUCATION

Achieving
the Dream
From Iraq to Michigan,
the Mansours
journey to success
a generation at a time
By Jane Peterson

W

hen brothers Fred and Jamal
Mansour immigrated to the
United States from Iraq in the
1970s, their goal was to provide a better
life for their family.
Today, their daughters, Rolita, Reva
and Evette, are grateful they made the
difficult decision to uproot their lives,
leave everything they knew behind and
settle in Macomb County.
“When our dad first came to the U.S.,
he was the only one from his family here,
which you can imagine wasn’t easy,” Rolita Mansour and Reva Mansour Murado
explained in an email. “He had to prepare
for the rest of his siblings and mother
to move into the country and he had
challenges finding a job, home, car and
learning a new language. He never gave
up and overcame the challenges he was
faced. He helped the rest of his family
move into the U.S. and then he started a
family of his own.”
Evette Mansour’s father faced a different set of challenges. He was drafted
into the war with Iran and while he was
still in the Army, his brother and family
immigrated to America.
“My father then met his family back up
in Michigan when he was released from
the Iraq army. His family migrated to
Michigan because of other family members that also lived in the community,”
she said.
The Mansour brothers’ hard work and
determination are qualities they passed
on to their daughters, who were all born
in Macomb County and attended Mott
High School in Warren and Sterling

Reva Mansour Murado, Rolita Mansour and Evette Mansour on graduation day.

Evette Mansour and her parents on graduation day.
Heights High School. The three cousins
earned their college degrees and now
bring their experiences and willingness to
be accepting of others and open minded to their careers as human resources
professionals.
“My experiences help me with my job
now because I have learned that diversity in the workplace goes hand –in-hand
with the way that people work,” said
Evette Mansour via email. “In my current
role as HR coordinator, I learned that
each person works differently and when
you come together, it creates new ideas
and techniques to better our company.
People with different cultural backgrounds impact the workforce because
culture provides not only ideas and creativity, but also opportunity for growth
and talent in a company.”

Macomb County’s diversified neighborhoods also help people learn about
other cultures, she added. By sharing the
different foods they eat to the holidays
they celebrate, there is always an opportunity to come together.
Reva and Rolita agree.
“I think what immigrants have to offer
Macomb County communities in general
would be their experiences back home
— what they have been taught, what they
have learned and what they have to teach
us,” they said. “My parents didn’t have
much with where they grew up and their
lifestyle is definitely different now. I think
coming to America and being able to see
the opportunities they now have motivated them to work harder to be able to
create a better life for us.”
Photos courtesy of the Mansour family
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TECHNOLOGY — TRANSITIONS

On a Mission
Warren’s Futuramic Tool & Engineering
sets its sights on Mars and beyond
By Jane Peterson

E

very day companies in Macomb
County take care of business
for customers across the
country and around the globe, but
Futuramic Tool & Engineering is going
one step further.
The Warren business is on a mission
to Mars.
It has been contracted to build the
rocket boosters for NASA’s Mars missions. The rockets are
scheduled to launch in 2018.
It’s an exciting development for Futuramic, a full service
engineering, fabrication, build and installation company.
Founded by Bill Warner, the business continues to be privately
owned by the Warner family. However, it has evolved over the
years from when Bill Warner first opened its doors.
Futuramic mainly focused on the automotive industry for
most of its 61 years, but in 2000 began diversifying into the
arena of aerospace, aircraft and defense projects.
This was a natural transition for the company as it continued
using many of the same tools, materials and engineering
concepts as well as its highly skilled workforce as it did with
automotive and just applied them to various fields. Some of its
customers include Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Bombardier
Aerospace and, of course, NASA.

Futuramic began diversifying in 2000 into the arena of aerospace,
aircraft and defense projects.
Diversifying its customer base proved to be a good move for
Futuramic.
“Over the past 10 years, we have more than doubled in square
footage and invested in new capital equipment,” said Vice
President John Couch.
Today, its Warren campus includes 220,000 square feet of
manufacturing and assembly space and 12,000 square feet of
engineering space. Around 200 people are employed in
Futuramic’s Macomb County location, he said.
“Our work force is skilled trade work,” said Couch.
The company depends on a trained and educated workforce to
get the job done. It partners with local colleges, including
Macomb Community College, to combine classroom learning
with on-the-job training. It
also participates in state
CONNECT
certified apprenticeship
programs.
Futuramic Tool &
Couch appreciates the
Engineering
effort to bring younger
24727 Gibson Dr,
people into the trade and
Warren, MI 48089
said that Macomb County
Phone: 586-497-8850
does a great job promoting
Email: info@futuramic.com
manufacturing jobs.
Online: www.futuramic.com
Photos courtesy of Futuramic Tool
& Engineering

Futuramic’s Warren campus includes 220,000 square feet of manufacturing and assembly space and 12,000 square feet of engineering
space. Around 200 people are employed in Futuramic’s Macomb County location.
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TECHNOLOGY — GROWTH

Going Global
Coliant CEO says it takes a community
to grow an international brand
By Jane Peterson

R

eal estate is all about
location, location,
location. Turns out, it
is also a key consideration for technology companies.
Just ask John Swiatek, CEO of Coliant Corp. An awardwinning developer of Microclimate Technology™ clothing,
Coliant’s creative designs, innovative wearable technology and
close proximity to Macomb County’s Defense Corridor has
attracted the attention of the Department of Defense and other
strategic industries, including sporting goods and aerospace.
“We are located in the crown jewel of Macomb County — the
Defense Corridor. When the Defense Department called, they
knew we were close to those businesses and the automotive
sector,” he said.
Born and raised in Macomb County, Swiatek said support

from county officials helped Coliant thrive. With county and state
incentives and access to the proper facility space, Coliant has
grown to just over 20 employees today.
“There is a lot of talent in Macomb County,” said Swiatek.
“We’ve been able to leverage these talents at our design and
manufacturing facilities in Michigan.”
Coliant does business with more than 10 Fortune 500
companies and well-known industry leaders such as Harley
Davidson. Among its brands are Powerlet®, LayStitch™, Luggage
Electrix™, ASC Craft™ and the Atomic Skin™ brand of smart
clothing. The company recently moved into a new 12,000-squarefoot building at 17 Mile and Mound in Warren.
Since Coliant was formed in a basement in 2004, Swiatek has
been impressed by the community support the company has
received. From the resources of the Macomb-OU INCubator to
the regional investment in automotive jobs and assistance of
Macomb County officials, he said everyone works together to
drive entrepreneurship.
“Without the support of the
CONNECT
community, there is no way
Coliant would be here today,” he
Coliant Corp.
said. “It takes a community to
5520 Chicago Rd, Warren,
grow a global brand.”
MI 48092
Coliant has shipped products
Phone: 586-276-0900
into 74 countries from Macomb
Online: www.coliant.com
County.

A Culinary Delight

Proud to be born and
raised in Macomb County
100 years of quality and simplicity

Beet Salad with Arugula & Fresh Orange

Discover Delicious Recipes at www.safiespecialtyfoods.com
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TECHNOLOGY — PARTNERSHIPS

Leader in
Protection
Incubator teaches security officials
to recognize, counter cyber attacks
By Jane Peterson

I

t is no secret that the
defense, automotive and
advanced manufacturing
sectors play a huge role in
Macomb County’s economy.
The Velocity Hub of the
Michigan Cyber Range serves these
industries by helping educate
businesses and start-up companies on
how to protect themselves and their
customers through cybersecurity
efforts.
Developed by the Macomb-Oakland
Powered by
University INCubator and powered by
the Merit Network, the Velocity Hub of
the Michigan Cyber Range teaches cybersecurity officials how to
recognize, eradicate and prevent potentially damaging
cybersecurity attacks, said Larry Herriman, interim executive
director of the Macomb-OU INCubator.
The initiative, which launched in March 2016, takes an
innovative, multi-pronged approach to tackling cybersecurity
issues. It offers more than 20 certificate training courses,
product testing on early-stage projects, virtual rental space for
companies interested in strengthening their cybersecurity and
live training exercises, said Herriman.
“For many suppliers and vendors, cybersecurity is a hot bed
of activity,” he said. “Our goal is to empower entrepreneurs and
business leaders on cybersecurity issues.”
The Velocity Hub is the first of its kind in Michigan
connected to a business accelerator, added Herriman. As part of
the publicly-accessible hub, companies have the ability to test
products for cybersecurity before they go on the market as well
as identify other related issues with cybersecurity.
This is a county-wide collaboration between the MacombOakland University INCubator, Michigan Defense Center of the
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, City of Sterling
Heights, Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic
Development, New Economy Initiative and the Michigan
Automotive and Defense Cyber Assurance Team (MADCAT).
The Velocity Hub is located at 6633 18 Mile Road in Sterling
Heights. As the tech industry continues to grow, this initiative is
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The Velocity Hub takes an innovative, multi-pronged approach to
tackling cybersecurity issues.

Developed by the Macomb-OU INCubator and powered by the
Merit Network, The Velocity Hub of the Michigan Cyber Range
teaches cybersecurity officials how to recognize, eradicate and
prevent potentially damaging cybersecurity attacks.
projected to have a lasting
economic impact on Macomb
County and secure the region
as a leader in the area of
cybersecurity. Other hubs are
expected to open across
Michigan in the future using
the Macomb County hub as a
model.
Photos courtesy of The Velocity Hub of
the Michigan Cyber Range

CONNECT
Macomb-OU INCubator
Velocity Collaboration
Center
Address: 6633 18 Mile Road,
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
Phone: 586-884-9320
Online: macouinc.org/
opportunity

Tr usT
Your Hear T
To one of the Nation’s Best,
Right Here in Macomb County.

FROM HEART ATTACK TREATMENT TO HEART SURGERY, our patients know about
the expert care and compassion they receive at Henry Ford Macomb Hospital.
Named one of the top 50 cardiovascular hospitals in the nation by Truven Health
Analytics, we’re saving more lives with fewer complications. Turn to Henry Ford
Macomb and know that your heart is in the right hands.

Discover the top 50 difference: call 800-532-2411 or visit henryford.com/hvi

Embrace the Possibilities at East Harbor
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Conveniently located just minutes away from
beautiful Lake St. Clair, The Village of East Harbor
is a Continuing Care Retirement Community that
features a variety of living options:
• Cottage homes
• Memory support
services
• Apartments
• Rehabilitation
• Duplexes
• Skilled nursing care
• Assisted living
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Welcome to the Village of East Harbor,
one of 28 Presbyterian Villages of Michigan
senior living communities.
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The Village of East Harbor is located on Kiely
Drive just south of 23 Mile Rd. in Chesterfield

For more information
call 586.725.6030
Scan to
see us
online!

33875 Kiely Drive
Chesterfield, Michigan 48047-3604

www.pvm.org

MAKING AN IMPACT
IN MACOMB COUNTY
Providing OU students with relevant bachelor’s and master’s degree programs
in the fastest-growing and highest-paying careers.

Engaging with OU students, alums,
faculty and staff to support and
participate in activities, initiatives,
events and projects benefitting
communities in Macomb County.

Nurturing college-bound high school students at Summer Career Camps
offered in Macomb, Oakland and St. Clair counties since 2010.

Supporting economic development in
Southeast Michigan by accelerating
high-tech businesses, cultivating
academic innovation and encouraging
research and development.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY IN MACOMB COUNTY
Anton/Frankel Center
20 South Main Street, Mount Clemens
Macomb University Center
44575 Garfield Road, Clinton Township
Macomb-OU INCubator | Velocity Collaboration Center
6633 Eighteen Mile Road, Sterling Heights
(855) 222-6909 (toll-free) | oakland.edu/macomb | OUmacomb@oakland.edu
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Uniquely
Macomb County, Michigan
Momentum is a publication of the
Macomb County Department of Planning
& Economic Development

Stony Creek Metropark. Photo courtesy of Macomb County
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NEW PRODUCTS, NEW CUSTOMERS:
The Blake family has grown a seasonal orchard business into a year-round operation.
SECURITY AND INNOVATION: Michigan
Defense Center helps Michigan-based
companies support national security, cash
in on defense contract.
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& Kropp, a Mount Clemens luxury cabinet
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brand.
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Chesterfield Township, Michigan
“Gateway to Anchor Bay”
Interested in finding that
perfect home or looking to be
near the finer qualities in life?
There’s something here for
everyone. With a great mixture
of commercial, industrial and
manufacturing, as well as
engineering and technological;
the business opportunities are
endless.

Brandenburg Park
provides access to Lake
St. Clair

Veterans Park

Our municipal services include full
time Police and Fire, Parks and
Recreation Department, Senior
Center, Library and Historical
Village.
You’ll find quality schools,
beautiful parks and plenty of
recreational opportunities for all to
enjoy in the Anchor Bay/Lake St.
Clair area.

Outstanding athletic
programs

The Historical
Society provides
opportunities
to relive the
Township’s history

For more information on
Chesterfield Township, visit us at
www.chesterfieldtwp.org
Four seasons
of fun

Municipal
Offices
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The Wayne and
Joan Webber
Splash Park
is located in
the beautiful
Brandenburg Park

FUTURE — DEVELOPMENT

A Great Place
to Do Business
County Executive Mark Hackel: ‘We
nurture the spirit’ of small businesses
makes Macomb
Q What
County a great place
to live and work?

A

In Macomb County we
are connecting people,
place and passion. We have a
dynamic quality of life, which has something for everyone.
Vibrant urban living, fruitful agricultural areas, world class
freshwater assets like Lake St. Clair, great parks and trails,
prosperous business climate, safe neighborhoods, stable schools,
minor league baseball and a whole lot of other experiences that
cater to everyone.

is the county doing to attract and support
Q What
businesses?

A

Our economic advantage begins with our fully capable
and accessible planning and economic development
department. The technical knowledge and personal connections
of this department can service all industries and occupations
helping spur investment and job growth. We nurture the spirit
and creativity of small businesses. We engage multi-national
corporations aiding them in billion dollar investments helping
secure extensive incentive packages. We have developed
productive relationships with our local communities to help
streamline the development process. Across this county, from
the boardroom to the front counter we are responsive to the
needs of an ever-changing business environment.

Q What excites you about Macomb County?
A

Telling the Macomb County story. During my time as
County Executive I have had the great fortune of exploring
what Macomb County has to offer. Working with our municipal
partners and engaging our community stakeholders we have
begun to appreciate and celebrate what Macomb County provides
to residents, visitors and businesses. Through initiatives like
Make Macomb Your Home we are giving people an opportunity
to experience this great place, and see the incredible destinations
and opportunities that are right here at home.

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel

Q What is your vision for Macomb County?
A

Make Macomb Your Home has become our vision for the
future. It’s a simple statement, with a very profound
message: What matters most is home. This self-made brand has
evolved into a distinctive identity which is creating a new
energy in Macomb County. This new energy is helping us create
a place where people feel welcome. One that is filled with
economic opportunities, which offers an amazing quality of life.
A place where people have confidence and trust in their
government, and know their voices will be heard A place where
people lookout for each other and help others in times of need.
A place where people feel safe and secure. This is what people
expect from the place they call home, and this our vision for
Macomb County.
Photo courtesy of Macomb County
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Grow with
Shelby Township
Experience a Great Quality of Life
Within the Township borders, more than 73,000 Shelby
Township residents enjoy access to championship public
golf courses and more than 1,200 acres of first-class public
parks, with hundreds of miles of hiking and biking trails and
access to the Clinton River, which connects the community to
recreation opportunities throughout southeast Michigan.
Shelby Township’s appreciation for and abundance of green
spaces goes further than its parks, though. The Township’s
residential neighborhoods are some of the most desirable in
Macomb County, and their well-manicured, spacious lots and
yards contribute to the Township’s place among the highest
median home values in Macomb County.

21st Century Education
Local public schools operated by the Utica Community Schools
district are among the top in the region, with 11 sites within
the borders of Shelby Township.
Utica Community Schools, one of Michigan’s leading school
districts, serves Shelby Township families with 14 learning
sites offering students world-class preparation for college
and career success. UCS students at all grade levels regularly
outpace their county and state peers in achievement. In
addition to comprehensive, technology-based learning in
grades K-12, UCS offers secondary students a multitude
of Advanced Placement courses and specialized programs
that include Utica Center for Mathematics, Science and
Technology; Utica Center for Science and Industry and
Utica Academy for International Studies, which was recently
named Michigan’s most challenging high school program by
The Washington Post.

Location, Location, Location
“I can think of no place better to settle down and establish
a family than Shelby Township,” Township Supervisor
Rick Stathakis said. “Whether it’s our beautiful parks and
recreation amenities, our first-class public education options or
an amazing community of neighbors and neighborhoods, it is
easy to call Shelby Township home knowing that your family
can grow and prosper here.”
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The Shelby Business Advantage
With a working partnership between local government and
business, Shelby Township is an integral part of the growth of
the metro Detroit and Michigan economy.
Through initiatives such as tax incentives and constantly
improving and expanding Township infrastructure, the
Township’s Board of Trustees has cemented relationships with
some of the top industrial firms in the nation including: Fori
Automation; Dan’s Excavating, Century Plastics, Florence
Cement; U.S. Farathane; General Dynamics; Models and
Tools; Smith Brothers Tools; Eagle Manufacturing; Plastic
Trends; KUKA Robotics; Avon Gear; Lube Power. And whether
it is a new company or an established firm looking to expand,
Shelby Township offers personalized services to meet industry
demands in the most cost-effective means possible.
New businesses work with Township staff to help with
permitting processes, workforce screening and training
programs to ensure every business has the best possible start
when taking root in Shelby Township.

Wired for Business
“The conservative majority of our Board of Trustees has long
held the opinion that while government cannot create jobs,
it most definitely can create an environment that promotes
job growth,” Stathakis said. “This is why we have worked
diligently with township staff in the Planning, Building and
Assessing departments to ensure that new and expanding
businesses have all the tools they
need to thrive and create a more
vibrant Shelby Township.”

www.shelbytwp.org
(586) 731-5100
52700 Van Dyke Avenue,
Shelby Township, MI 48316

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 5

Innovate • Learn • Lead

At Fraser Public Schools, we
believe in blending the best of our
traditional offerings with the best
digital resources to customize each
student’s learning experience.

MORE FAMILIES ARE CHOOSING
FRASER PUBLIC SCHOOLS!
➡ High impact teaching strategies and ➡ Excellence starts early with
purposeful lesson design

➡
➡
➡
➡

iPad access for every student

preschool, daycare and
pre-K programs

Hybrid and digital course offerings ➡ Extensive before- and after-school
opportunities for all levels
On-campus early college program
➡ Focus on 21st century skills for
Cutting-edge Career and Technical
college and career readiness
Education Program
➡ Exemplary teaching staff
➡ Performing Arts Career Academy
focused on customized learning
for each child

For more information on the opportunities
available at Fraser Public Schools

call 1.877.94.FRASER or
visit GoToFraser.com
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Scan or visit
www.gotofraser.com
to enroll your
child today.

INDUSTRY — AEROSPACE

Room to Grow
Baker adds 3-D manufacturing, new
client industries and fourth plant to
its Macomb County operations
By Mike Scott

I

n 1992, brothers
Kevin and Scott Baker
started the company
Baker Duplicating in the
heyday of the tool and die
age in Michigan. Roughly
25 years and a couple of
rebranding efforts later, Baker Aerospace Tooling & Machining,
Inc., now employs about 225 employees in four plants totaling
over 218,000 square feet of space in Macomb Township.
Today, Baker produces tooling and parts for the aerospace,
aircraft, and automotive industries. The company has also
expanded into 3-D printing, scanning and services using five 3-D
plastic and two 3-D metal printers. The new technology has
allowed the Baker to combine the use of 3-D printing and
traditional manufacturing for hybrid components and tooling.
It wasn’t always easy though. Like many manufacturers, Baker
had its share of struggles in the mid-2000s before and during
the height of the Great Recession. That’s when company
leadership decided to diversify beyond the automotive industry.
Baker’s clients include a number of automakers and other
Tier One suppliers, but in the coming months they plan to
change the name to Baker Industries to reflect the diversity of
their capabilities and the industries they serve.
“Today we are essentially 50-50 in terms of serving the
automotive and aerospace industries,” said Rachel Burke, Baker’s
director of marketing. The demand for 3-D printing is growing
and Baker recently added clients in the healthcare, appliance,
and agriculture industries, too.
Macomb County has been a perfect location for Baker because
of the deep pool of talent in engineering and manufacturing. It
assures Baker has the most experienced employees on the
payroll. Macomb Community College has also been an ideal
resource for technicians and provides training programs for
current employees.
The county also has plenty of room for businesses to expand,
which fits Baker’s needs as a company that has roughly doubled
in size over the last decade.
“In many other areas of metro Detroit that kind of major
expansion might not have been as probable or easy without
moving locations multiple times,” Burke said. “We still have
room to grow.”
Several county and state programs helped Baker with
financial incentives as well, such as the Personal Property Tax
Abatement and the Tool & Die Recovery Zone Act, state and

Baker Aerospace Tooling and Machining, Inc. has expanded into
3-D printing.

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel receives a plaque 3-D
printed out of metal and plastic materials. From left to right: Kevin
Baker (CEO), Mark Hackel, Brian Baker (CFO), and Scott Baker
(President).
local programs which helped Baker to more easily afford
expansion efforts and additional corporate investments.
Kevin and Scott Baker still privately own the company and
have made a commitment to the community where they live and
work. Baker hosted high
school students in October
CONNECT
2015 for the countywide
celebration of manufacturing
Baker Aerospace Tooling
and plan to participate in
& Machining, Inc.
2016 as well. The company has
16936 Enterprise Drive
also sponsored the annual
Macomb Township, MI
Sprint & Splash Festival of
48044
Races each June in Macomb
Established: 1992
County and the Macomb
Employees: 225
Township parks and
Phone: 586-286-4900
recreation department.
Photos courtesy of Baker Aerospace
Tooling & Machining, Inc.

Online:
www.bakermachining.com
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INDUSTRY — AGRICULTURE/FOOD

New Products,
New Customers
The Blake family has grown a
seasonal orchard business into
a year-round operation
By Mike Scott

F

or roughly 75 years, Blake’s Orchard & Cider Mill has been
a fixture in northern Macomb County community. The
farm achieved success over several decades, but the current group of owners knew that they had to evolve to continue
growing.
The family-owned business has created a product line of hard
cider through a subsidiary, Blake’s Hard Cider Co., and has partnered with 25 distributors across the state and nationally from
North Carolina to Kansas. With such distribution, Blake’s plans
to produce 400,000 gallons of cider in 2016, and is becoming a
staple in supermarkets such as Kroger and Meijer. Revenue is
expected to rise about $3.5 million for the hard cider product
along in 2016.
“This has always been a great community to work in and
raise a family in but as we have expanded our product line, the
amount of support we have received is tremendous,” said Paul
Blake, who co-owns the orchard and cider mill with brother,
Pete. He also co-owns the hard cider business with Pete, son
Andrew and nephew Eric Blake. “There’s a great labor force here
because there is a tradition of farming in northern Macomb
County. There are people who are experienced in this industry.”
Blake Farms’ group of businesses employs about 500 people,
many of whom work part-time during the seasonal months of
summer and fall when harvest operations gear up. The hard
cider company though has become a 12-month business to meet
the growing demand.
The location in Armada makes growth possible because the
family grows over 800 acres of apples and other fruits such as
strawberries and raspberries, and an assortment of vegetables.
The production operations are housed in a 12,000 square-foot
facility, and a winery and hard cider tasting room and banquet
room add about 10,000 square feet each.
The number of resources throughout the area has been ideal
for this ongoing growth, Paul Blake said. Armada and Macomb
County have provided quick feedback and resources locally, and
have worked to help promote the business, he added. The presence of Michigan State University resources in the region has
added value to the operations side, and grant money has been
available for business investment through the state and federal
MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 8

labor departments.
“There’s great affinity for agriculture-based companies here
and this expansion into wine and hard cider has been a natural
evolution for us,” Paul said.
And the company is giving back to the local community, having hosted the Michigan Lavender Festival each July for the last
eight years, which attract more than 10,000 people. It also began
hosting Cider fDays in 2015 in August, bringing in wineries, craft
brewers and hard cider producers in Michigan for a weekend
event. Cider Days also support the Armada Lions Club.
Blake’s has grown a seasonal business into a year-round
operation with the help of the
community, diversifying prodCONNECT
ucts to provide stability during
years of difficult weather conBlake’s Orchard &
ditions. It is one of the more
Cider Mill
unique examples of a business
17985 Armada Center Rd,
meeting the changing demand
Armada, MI 48005
of their customers through
Phone: 586-784-5343
offering new products.
Photos courtesy of Blake’s
Orchard & Cider Mill

Email: info@blakefarms.com
Online: www.blakefarms.com
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INDUSTRY — DEFENSE

Security and
Innovation
Michigan Defense Center helps Michiganbased companies support national
security, cash in on defense contract
By Mike Scott

T

here is little question that the center of Detroit’s defense
industry is located in the heart of Macomb County. So it
should be no surprise that the Michigan Defense Center
is headquartered there as well.
First established in 2006, the Michigan Defense Center (MDC)
is under the umbrella of the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC) focused on supporting, protecting and
growing Michigan businesses that support national security
and the safety of United States military personnel. It provides
resources and guidance to businesses, stakeholders and partners
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to protect and expand the state’s defense and homeland security
assets, economy and jobs.
The MDC is not just a state or regional leader but a national
expert in providing resources that revolutionize the way small
businesses can apply for business opportunities or develop
proposals for the U.S. government and the U.S. Department of
Defense.
“We are working hard to reduce those barriers to entry
because it can still be very difficult to begin working with the
U.S. Department of Defense, even if you have a clear expertise,”
said Sean Carlson, retired U.S. Air Force lieutenant colonel and
executive director of the MDC. One of Carlson’s roles while on
active duty was serving as a contracting officer working closely
with companies.
The MDC developed an algorithm, or a “scoring metric,” that
is similar to a personal FICO score designed to give high-performing defense contractors a better opportunity at expanded
business opportunities. This not creates incentives for vendors
to perform at higher levels, but rewards those that do by giving
them greater access to military contracts, Carlson said.
The MDC also is working to provide more grants to contractors that are providing valuable, affordable products and services
to the military. One example is offering proposal writing services
to support these third parties.
“We can help connect contractors with proposal writers who
have experience in this industry to help make this process more
efficient,” Carlson said. “Again, it’s about providing incentives

and helping those who are meeting the department’s needs.”
The Michigan Defense Center is the state’s lead voice on the
defense-related economy and guides state policies and programs
to protect and grow this important sector of the economy. The
Macomb County location further streamlines the MDC’s efforts.
“Being located near organizations like General
Dynamics, TARDAC and Selfridge Air Force Base
is beneficial to us,” Carlson said. “And Macomb
County has been a terrific partner in this area.
Our role is to get companies engaged with economic tools that are designed to make everyone’s
job easier.”
Other MDC efforts include the development of
Carlson
a Bid Targeting System, again to streamline the
process for contractors.
Nearly 4,000 Michigan businesses are currently serving the
defense industry and there’s room for more, Carlson said. Of
Michigan’s 83 counties, at least 67, or over 80 percent, have at
least one business whose largest client is the defense department. Approximately 105,000 jobs in Michigan are tied to serving the defense industry, according to state data.
“We need to make sure that we have the technological power
and knowledge to keep our soldiers safe,” Carlson said. “And it’s
not just automotive and general
manufacturing knowledge that
CONNECT
we have here but a strong knowledge
of aeronautical and shipMichigan Defense Center
building technology. There brain
Phone: 810-965-1300
power we have in this area is
Online: www.arsenalof
remarkable and ideal to support
innovation.com
our military needs.”

The Michigan Defense Center works to support, protect and grow
Michigan businesses that support national security.
Photos courtesy of Michigan Defense Center

“The Gateway to Macomb County!”
Eastpointe
Founded in 1837….
….Moving forward in 2016
Affordable housing,
g an up to date infrastructure,
g,
infra
f
a “family town” atmosphere, and sound fiscal management fuel
thee “MOMENTUM
M” that makes Eastpointe a great place to live, work and play!

Certificate of Achievement
for excellence in
Financial Reporting
Ranked as the second most affordable
city in Michigan when it comes to
home ownership.*
*Source: SmartAsset, a financial technology firm.

Water purity that meets or exceeds
state of Michigan standards for safety
and quality.*
*Source: Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA).

Now in its 18th year, Cruisin’ Gratiot
is one of southeast Michigan’s most
popular custom car events.*
*Source: Macomb Daily

Four consecutive awards for city
budget preparation and financial
planning.*
*Source: Government Finance Officers Assoc.

City Hall, 23200 Gratiot Ave. Hours: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday (586) 445-3661
Visit us at: www.cityofeastpointe.net
MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 11

INDUSTRY — MOBILITY

Right Place,
Right Time
Sigma’s new manufacturing site
in Eastpointe is a convenient
location for future growth
By Mike Scott

Sigma’s Eastpointe manufacturing site in Macomb County.

I

n 2014, Sigma International researched how it could most
effectively expand operations within Southeastern
Michigan. The company worked with an investment banker
to find the best location in metro Detroit and before long, the
decision to expand into a plant in Macomb County became an
obvious one.
Sigma, headquartered in nearby Livonia, Mich., has
operations in the United States, China, South Korea, Mexico,

South Africa and India. The company specializes in injectionmolding from 65 to 2,000 tons, decorative plating, LED lighting
and painting for the auto industry.
Sigma ended up purchasing 58,000 square feet of space at a
former industrial site in Eastpointe on the southeastern side of
the county. The benefits were numerous, according to Chris
Naidoo, president and CEO, including proximity to clients,
access to employees who had manufacturing experience, and a

Located on the ‘Gratiot Corridor” in the heart of
Macomb County, New Haven is a growing and thriving
community. Dedicated to economic growth, safe
neighborhoods, and developing and fostering relationships
with like-minded organizations and businesses.
New Haven is setting its sites on becoming one of the
fastest growing communities in Michigan.
For more information please visit the
New Haven website www.villageofnewhaven.org
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convenient location near freeways and transportation
infrastructure.
“We were requested by our clients, including (automotive)
OEMs and Tier Ones, to locate in an area close to their plants,”
Naidoo said. “They wanted us to localize production and it was
up to us to find the best place.”
The site also allowed the company to earn tax credits through
a local economic zone.
Sigma companies are comprised of two entities: one focused
on the auto industry (Sigma International/Manufacturing), and
the other on industrial lighting (Sigma Luminous).
On the lighting side, Sigma is applying for a patent for one of
its LED products that uses next-generation lighting materials.
“In the past this was the type of product we would make
overseas, but with our new operation in Michigan we are able to
manufacture and assemble it right here in Eastpointe,” Naidoo
said. “It has allowed us to earn Made in America status.”
Sigma is continually looking at cutting-edge materials to
support advanced manufacturing, from carbon fiber to an array
of composites. The federal
mandate for increased fuel
CONNECT
economy of future cars and light
trucks means more vehicle
Sigma Manufacturing
manufacturers are seeking ways
Services
to reduce weight while
17157 E. 10 Mile Road
improving safety. These
Eastpointe, MI 48021
materials can significantly
Phone: 586-792-3300
reduce vehicle weight and these
vehicles become more fuel
Online:
www.sigmatoolmfg.com
efficient as a result.

Sigma is continually looking at cutting-edge materials to support advanced manufacturing, from carbon fiber to an array of composities.
Sigma also also created an environmentally-friendly operation
in Eastpointe.
“We have rehabilitated our facility to make it as green as possible,” Naidoo said. “We have installed energy efficient heating
throughout the plant and converted to LED lighting.”
Photos courtesy of Sigma Manufacturing Services

THE JOURNEY TO
O SUCCESS
CAN BE A TOUGH
OUGH CLIMB.
LET CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
COMMER
OP.
HELP GUIDE YOU TO THE TOP
LEADING BUSINESSES.
LEADING COMMUNITIES.

586-493-7600
macombcountychamber.com

586-731-5400
shrcci.com
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OPPORTUNITY — WORKFORCE

Location,
Location,
Location
Bakes & Kropp, a Mount Clemens
luxury cabinet manufacturer, takes
aim at creating a global brand
By Mike Scott

B

akes & Kropp is proof
that a business that
creates luxury products
in Macomb County can satisfy the dreams of customers
around the world.
Partners Robert Bakes and
Paul Kropp established this
custom-built, luxury cabinetry business in 2014 in Mount
Clemens and it has grown
quickly in just two years.
The company’s team of designers, engineers, woodworkers and
finishers build cabinetry for wealthy clientele. It’s a business
that has been built on a strategic marketing plan supported by
exceptional customer referrals.
Bakes & Kropp’s products are in showrooms in New York
-- the Hamptons and New York City - and Plymouth, Mich., and
it continues to look for additional showroom partners in other
areas around the country. Whether purchased in Sag Harbor
or the New York Design Center in Manhattan, all products are
made in Macomb County and the executive staff will always call
the area home, said Kropp, who is also the company’s CFO.
“The history of having talented, experienced skilled trade
professionals in this region is great and we are able to take
advantage of that,” Kropp said. “In addition to our talented
internal workforce, many of our local vendors and suppliers
have worked in the automotive sector and have trade skills that
include working with such materials as metal and glass. These
skills are highly transferrable to our product line.”
Bakes & Kropp is benefitting from a boom in new construction and renovations in some of the world’s most expensive real
estate as the East Coast rebounds from the Great Recession.
Thriving sales mean increased revenues, higher wages and quarterly profit sharing. The Mount Clemens plant is conveniently
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located near an abundant
supply of raw materials and
transportation costs are low.
In the past two years, the
company has tripled production space.
Earlier this year, the
company was honored with
the 2016 Macomb Business
Award for “Startup Business
Robert Bakes Paul Kropp
to Watch.”
In addition to featuring its
products in showrooms, the company offers specialty items like
range hoods, butcher block countertops, custom vanities, tables
and more directly through
Bakes & Kropp. But the business is striving to manage its
CONNECT
growth wisely, Kropp said.
“We manage and operate
Bakes & Kropp
the business from right here
154 S Rose St.,
in Macomb County because
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
it continues to be the best
Phone: 888-206-0015
location for us,” Kropp said.
Email: pkropp@bakesand
“We wouldn’t have it any
kropp.com
other way with the support,
Online: www.bakesand
the resources and labor force
kropp.com
we have here.”
Photos courtesy of Bakes & Kropp
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M

ICHIGAN

Harrison Township, located 20 miles from Detroit along the
shores of Lake St Clair, is the premier waterfront community.
In Harrison Township, you are home.
Lake St. Clair is one of the most beautiful lakes in the world.
Harrison Township has nearly 20 miles of waterfront property.
Whether on a personal watercraft, pleasure cruiser or fishing
boat, our waters are a majestic natural playground. Lake
St. Clair is one of the best freshwater fisheries and Harrison
Township has dozens of marinas and four public boat launches
to get you out on the water.
If staying on shore is more your style, Lake St. Clair MetroPark
has numerous activities to entertain everyone. The park is also
the starting point for the Township’s extensive network of
hike/bike trails. Situated at the mouth of the Clinton River,
we have our own freshwater Riviera with beautiful homes and
topnotch restaurants.
Harrison Township is home to world class businesses whether
you look at our marinas or industrial corridor. Approximately
halfway between two major international border crossings
and convenient to major expressways, our location provides
easy access to the automotive industry in the region. Home to
Selfridge ANG Base, we also have opportunities for the
defense industry.
www.harrison-township.org
(586) 466-1400
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B

eautiful historic homes grace tree lined
city streets. New Home developments
offer the latest in single family living, though
there is plenty of room for those who want
to experience a rural life-style. Richmond
residents enjoy a superior quality of life, with
access to some of the finest recreational
amenities in all of Michigan.
The City of Richmond is a growing city with
an estimated population of 6,000 residents
and is linked by the I-94 Expressway,
M-19, and the Gratiot Avenue corridor for
easy access to the Detroit/Flint/Port Huron
Metropolitan Areas. We offer many housing
options in various price ranges for everyone.
Richmond offers a wide variety of
recreational activities for the outdoor
enthusiast through its many municipal
parks as well as a comprehensive sidewalk
system throughout the city. The Macomb
Orchard Trail, a 23.5 mile linear park, begins
in Richmond and connects to a network of
trails. Join us for fun and fitness!
The retail business districts offer turn of
the century charm and unique modern
Main Street architecture. The pedestrian
friendly downtown is the perfect location for
shopping and services. Special events are
held year round to promote our businesses.
Additionally, the city has worked with private
property owners on the development of
prime industrial property. Richmond is ready
for your business!
For more information on the City of
Richmond, please visit our website at
www.cityofrichmond.net or contact us at
(586) 727-7571.
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INDUSTRY — AGRICULTURE/FOOD

Growing Market
Entrepreneurs turn Michigan cereal grains
into a successful business by providing
malt to home brewers and distillers
By Mike Scott

M

otorcity Malt House is a great example of how you
don’t have to be a large business to have large success
in Macomb County.
In 2012, owners Tom Laboda and Dan Bailey, who grew up
together in Shelby Township, discovered a need in Michigan’s
home brewing and distillery marketplace. A brewery owner in
Traverse City, Mich., had searched for Michigan-made malt for
his products but couldn’t find any.
So Laboda and Bailey decided to fill the need. They incorporated the malt house in 2014 and haven’t looked back.
“Before Prohibition in the 1920s there were a lot of malt
houses in the state of Michigan but they decreased over the
years and once Stroh’s left Detroit there were no malt houses for
awhile,” Laboda said. “But with the craft brewing trend, there
is a need for it now and we found a perfect time to enter the
marketplace.”
The partners found a market but they also found the perfect
location: 2,100 square-foot facility in Shelby Township. By working with the economic development team at Macomb County,
Laboda and Bailey were introduced to the Detroit Food and Ag
Network (DFAN) through which they earned a $3,500 grant; the
Michigan Department of Agriculture where they were assisted with all the licensing they needed to run the business; and
received assistance picking out real estate.
“We continue to receive tremendous support,” Laboda said.
“Macomb County has a wonderful tradition of farm-based businesses and the county and local communities have gone out of
their way to make sure we are as successful as we can be.”
Growth is expected to continue although the partners are
taking it at a manageable pace. There is high demand for malt
made in Michigan both because there is extremely short supply
and because it has a unique flavor.
Malt is byproduct left over after a cereal grain has been dried,
allowed to sprout, dried again then heated in an oven. Any
cereal grains can be used to make malt, such as rice, wheat, oats
and rye. But the most common is barley, which is used in the
production of most beers and malted whiskeys.
All of Motorcity’s barley growers are located in the state’s
Thumb region north of Macomb County, making Shelby Township an ideal location. With the rising number of craft breweries
and craft whiskey and bourbon distillers in the region, Motorcity
has a geographic advantage.
Laboda says that most malt is produced by big growers on the
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West Coast, but that is not Motorcity’s goal. He and Bailey want
to continue to provide malt from individual varieties of Michigan barley.
Modest growth is more than possible, given that Michigan
businesses use 25 million pounds of malt per year, while Motorcity currently produces 150,000 during the same time span.
“It’s like providing that homemade soup with a flavor you
can’t get anywhere else,” Laboda said. “Our malt has that type of
unique flavor. We are exactly where we want to be.”
Photos courtesy of Motorcity Malt House

Above: Dan Bailey sewing bags of malt for shipment.
Left: Tom Laboda with a 1000 pounds of malt ready to ship.

CONNECT
Motorcity Malt House
51526 Schoenherr Road
Shelby Township, MI 48315
Phone: 586-745-4370
Email: contact@motorcitymalt.com
Online: www.motorcitymalt.com
Barley sprouting before going in the oven for malting process.
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LONGEVITY — DEFENSE

Long Road
to Freedom
For nearly a century, Selfridge has been
a cornerstone of America’s military and
Macomb County’s defense industry
By Mike Scott

S

elfridge Air Force Base, home of the 127th Wing of the
Michigan Air National Guard, will be celebrating its
100th anniversary in 2017. Over the last century, the
3,600-acre base nestled along Lake St. Clair in Harrison
Township has become an integral part of the community.
Currently more than 1,700 personnel work at the base fulltime and another 2,700 part-timers work on the base.
For each member of the guard or military, there are several
civilians working alongside to provide support, logistic and
technical expertise to protect our military personnel overseas
and within the borders of the United States, said Tech Sgt. Dan
Heaton, who works at the base full-time. The civilians work with
the Michigan National Guard and U.S. Border Patrol, and all
branches of the active U.S. military including the Coast Guard,
Air Force, Army, Navy and Marine Corps. From cooks to
firefighters, scientists to mechanics, full- and part-time civilian
employees contribute to the safety and defense of our nation
from the base, located where Hall Road meets Lake St. Clair.
“We have many partnerships with organizations and law
enforcement personnel from the area,” Heaton said. “It is logical
to have relationships with various groups in the community
because our goals are the same.”
For example, Selfridge personnel work at the base with
Macomb Community College to train cadets in the county’s
police academy, Heaton said. The space at Selfridge allows
military personnel from the National Guard, Air Force, U.S.
Army, a numerous branches of the military to train in tactical
driving and K-9 handling as well.
The base’s location provides easy access for millions of people
throughout Southeastern Michigan as well, Heaton said, which
helps for recruiting purposes. It also allows personnel to work
with local contractors that work in Macomb County. And the
base’s fire department will assist in fighting fires in neighboring
communities.
“There is a tremendous talent pool here. After men or women
who complete their … service return back home, we offer many
opportunities for them to serve part-time,” Heaton said. “These
men and women are experienced in specific skills that can
translate to support (Selfridge) in a variety of ways.”
During 2017, the base is planning a variety of events to
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celebrate its centennial, according to Heaton. There will be an
open house and air show Augt 19-20, and traveling displays
from local museums and veterans’ groups will be featured at the
base will feature throughout
the year.
CONNECT
“We have had events at
Selfridge over the years but
Selfridge Air National
recently we have been sending
Guard Base
more and more of our men
Harrison Township
and women overseas,” Heaton
Phone: 586-239-4387
said. “We also plan to engage
Employees: 1,700 full-time;
our local veterans as much as
2,700 part-time
possible moving forward.”
Photos courtesy of Selfridge
Air National Guard Base

Online: http://www.127wg.
ang.af.mil

Top: Selfridge personnel in 1931.
Second from top: Selfridge personnel today.
Left: Demonstration of planes refueling in midair.
Above: General welcomes home Air Refueling Airmen from Guam.
Middle right: Airmen in an emergency fire exercise.
Bottom right: Airmen performing plane maintenance.
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It’s time to choose
Chippewa Valley Schools
• Warm and welcoming neighborhood schools with high academic standards,
accredited by AdvancED
• Local, state and national awards for excellence
• M-STEP scores that exceed state and county averages
• State-of-the-art classrooms featuring 21st Century Interactive Technology
• Twelve elementary schools featuring cutting-edge curriculum in math, writing, and science
• Innovative ninth grade centers on the campus of each comprehensive high school
• Award-winning fine arts, band and choir programs
• Early College, Dual Enrollment and more than 15 Advanced Placement courses provide
high school students with an opportunity to earn college credit
• Outstanding CTE programs including a two-year Medical Careers Academy and
Mechatronics/Robotics program, plus Science Olympiad, LEGO Robotics and
Destination Imagination programs
• Home of the International Academy of Macomb (IAM) International Baccalaureate High School
for Macomb County students

586-723-2240 • choosechippewa.com
COMING SOON:
$134.5 million worth of
district-wide upgrades in
technology, facilities, safety
and security, buses, fields
and playgrounds, classroom
furniture, and band and
athletic equipment.

WARREN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS
1.888.4WCS.KIDS
WCSKIDS.NET
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Creating Dynamic Futures


Tra ns it io na l K in de rga rt e n



E a rly C hi ld h oo d Ce nt e r



Be f o re a n d Af t e r S c h o ol
La t c h k e y



K - 6 Y e a r R ou n d opt i o n



Mi dd le S c h oo l V isu a l a n d
P e rf o rm i n g Art s



Hi gh S c ho ol P e rf or m i ng A rt s



Mi dd le S ch oo l Mat hemati cs
S cie n c e Te c hn ol ogy Ce nt e r



Hi gh S c ho ol Ma c o m b Ma t he m a t ic s S c ie n c e Te c hn ol ogy Ce nt e r



Hi gh q ua l it y ins t ruc t io n in a ll
P re K - 1 2 c l a s s r o om s



Ca re e r P re pa ra t io n Ce nt e r



In nov a t iv e S c ie nc e , T e c h no lo gy ,
E ng in e e ri n g a nd M a t he m a t i c s



Hi gh S c ho ol A dv a nc e d
P la c e m e nt a n d Dua l E nr ol l m e nt



S t a t e - of - t he - Art I ns t r uc t i on a l
Te c h n ol ogy i n a ll c la s s ro o m s



Instr um enta l Mus ic pr o gra m



Cha m p io ns hi p At h le t ic s

100% Highly Qualified Teaching Staff
Full Day Kindergarten Programs
College Dual Enrollment Opportunities
Advanced Placement Courses and Programs
Award Winning Fine Arts Programs
Cutting Edge Career and Technical Education Programs
Student progress is continually assessed and
individualized instruction is provided
Updated Facilities and Technology
Fully Accredited Programs
To find out more about
Warren Woods educational community,
visit our website at:
www.warrenwoods.misd.net
or by contacting the Pupil Services
Office at: (586) 439-4468
It is the policy of the Warren Woods Public Schools that no person shall,
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry,
gender/sex, age, disability, height, weight or marital status
be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination during any program or activity or employment.

A GREAT PLACE T O LEARN!

Our Mission is to create a challenging collaborative learning community
that prepares all students for success in a global society.
• Robust curriculum with a focus on 21st century skills

• Extensive world language curriculum at all levels

• Smart Boards in ALL elementary and middle school classrooms

• Innovative Elementary Chinese Immersion program

• Free college credit opportunities through Advanced Placement
classes, dual enrollment, and Early College of Macomb

• Several hybrid course offerings at the high school level

• Hands-on Career Technical Education linked to jobs in demand

• Air Force JROTC program teaching aerospace science,
leadership education and wellness

• Specialized Math/Science/Technology program

• Early childhood programs to jump start education

• Competitive athletics in middle and high school

• Participation in the Michigan Schools of Choice Program.

Visit our website for details.

• Award-winning fine and performing arts programs
Visit us at www.lc-ps.org. Like us on

. Follow us on

. Watch us on

and

.
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Macomb County
Public Schools
and

Macomb Intermediate
School District (MISD)
Leadership, Shared Services and
Partnerships in Education
Macomb County’s 21 public school districts contribute significantly to the quality
of life in Macomb County. A recent survey reported that people move to Macomb
County because of quality schools, safe neighborhoods and a positive business
environment. Districts are thinking ahead, planning and pushing forward to provide
all students with the skills they will need to be successful, productive citizens.
Macomb districts range from the very small to very large, from urban to rural,
each looking forward in its own way. To learn more about a specific district, go to
www.misd.net and click on Macomb Schools.
Anchor Bay Schools
Armada Area Schools
Center Line Public Schools
Chippewa Valley Schools
Clintondale Community Schools
East Detroit Public Schools
Fitzgerald Public Schools
Fraser Public Schools
Lake Shore Public Schools
Lakeview Public Schools
L’Anse Creuse Public Schools

Mt. Clemens Community Schools
New Haven Community Schools
Richmond Community Schools
Romeo Community Schools
Roseville Community Schools
South Lake Schools
Utica Community Schools
Van Dyke Public Schools
Warren Consolidated Schools
Warren Woods Public Schools

Macomb Intermediate School District
44001 Garfield Road, Clinton Township, MI 48038
586.228.3300

For more information about the MISD and the 21 school districts, go to www.misd.net
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LONGEVITY — DEFENSE

A History
of Service
General Dynamics, a global leader in
defense, benefits from Macomb location
By Mike Scott

G

eneral Dynamics’ largest location in southeastern
Michigan is in the middle of Macomb County’s Arsenal
of Innovation. And the defense industry’s current and
future success can be directly attributed to the world-class
universities in the area, including Lawrence Tech, Oakland
University, Wayne State University to name a few.
That Macomb County location houses General Dynamics
Land Systems, a global leader in providing land and amphibious
combat systems to the defense industry. A subsidiary of General
Dynamics, General Dynamics Land Systems’ employs an
innovative and highly unique workforce of 6,800 people who are
dedicated to developing vehicles, capabilities, and services that
provide a strong global defense and bring our fighting men and
women home safely to their families.
General Dynamics Land Systems in Sterling Heights has
benefited from generations of talented workers in the area,
according to the company. It also has nearby access to highly
effective government services and departmental locations in the
area like the U.S. Army, TACOM, TARDEC, and outstanding
organizations like the NDIA, Women in Defense, City of Sterling
Heights, Macomb County Chamber of Commerce and the
Detroit Area Chamber of Commerce.
The men and women of General Dynamics Land Systems
have a great history of providing soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines from around the world with a full spectrum of worldclass ground and amphibious combat systems, according to the
company. Its employees are laser focused on providing the U.S.
military and its allies with the most innovative and technicallyadvanced products and capabilities in the world, always at an
exceptional value.
With nearly 2,000 employees in the area, General Dynamics
Land Systems is very fortunate to be part of Macomb County’s
proud heritage and strong values, according to the company. It
has deep roots in Macomb County going back to the 1940’s
WWII era when Chrysler Corporation built the Detroit Arsenal
Tank Plant and Rosie the Riveter helped build tanks at the
plant. The Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant was the beginning of
Michigan’s combat vehicle industrial base, centered in
Macomb County.
And General Dynamics has matured as a business alongside
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General Dynamics’ largest location in southeastern Michigan is in
the middle of Macomb County’s Arsenal of Innovation.

Land Systems
Macomb County for more than 80 years, according to the
company. Today, its highly talented team of employees lives in
28 cities across Macomb County. The collective character of
General Dynamics and its employees are the product of the
schools and communities that are located in the county.
General Dynamics Land Systems is home to a vehicle test
center that features a dynamometer. It is capable of testing
everything from a car to a military vehicle that weighs 30 tons
or more. The vehicle test center is located in the Maneuver
Collaboration Center at the company’s headquarters in
Sterling Heights.
The company also works
CONNECT
with very capable suppliers
within its value chain. General
General Dynamics Land
Dynamics conducts business
Systems
with more than 300 suppliers
Address: 38500 Mound Rd,
across the state of Michigan
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
many which are in the
Phone: 586-825-4000
Macomb County area.

Online: www.gdls.com

Photos courtesy of General Dynamics

General Dynamics has deep roots in Macomb County, going back
to the WWII era.
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AUTO
epicenter

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN

meets

Knowledge and commitment merge in Michigan.
Home to more than 75% of domestic automotive
R&D. The world’s first and only research center dedicated to
testing connected and autonomous vehicles in real-world
settings. A growing leadership position in cyber security. And
a high-tech population that rivals any in the world. Such is
the road Michigan is traveling in the world of automotive.
Leading the industry to a world of innovation and discovery.
To a world that’s Pure Michigan.

1.888.565.0052
michiganbusiness.org
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LIVABILITY — HOUSING

A Home for
Everyone
From million-dollar dream
homes to affordable
bungalows, there are many
options to call home
By Jane Peterson

W

hether you’re looking for a $1 million
dream property or an affordable home
for a growing family, Macomb County
has many attractive neighborhoods.
“Macomb County is a great place to be,” said
real estate agent and Greater Metropolitan
Association of REALTORS® President Debbie
Zalewski. “Everything is conveniently located to
wonderful dining experiences, pubs, an array of
city services and, of course, Lake St. Clair.”
The county has a wonderful mix of quality
homes in established urban areas, upscale
housing and new builds. Houses for under
$100,000 are primarily located in Roseville,
Eastpointe and Centerline, she said. These
properties generally are wood or aluminum-sided
bungalows or small brick homes with detached
garages.
Moving into Warren and St. Clair Shores,
buyers are likely to discover more brick-style
homes on cozy tree-lined streets, said Zalewski.
More contemporary designs typical of the
1980s and ‘90s can be found in Sterling Heights,
Clinton Township, Washington Township, Shelby
Township and New Baltimore. These homes will
run around $250,000.
Newer, luxurious dream homes are located in
Shelby, Washington and Clinton townships,
where selling prices can range from $500,000-$1
million and higher.
“The highest price in Macomb County is in
Bruce Township, north of Romeo,” she said. “It is
an 87-acre estate that is $4.1 million.”
Photos courtesy of Macomb County

HERE’S A LOOK AT SOME HOUSES RECENTLY SOLD IN A VARIETY
OF PRICE RANGES IN MACOMB COUNTY:
Stylish and
modern

• Location:
Clinton
Township
• Style:
½ duplex
condominium
• Year built:
2002
• Price:
$212,000

Upscale and
comfortable
• Location:
Clinton
Township
• Style:
Colonial
• Year built:
1959
• Remodeled:
2005
• Price:
$218,000

Cozy family
home

• Location:
Macomb
Township
• Style:
Townhouse
condominium
• Year built:
2003
• Price:
$177,900

Affordable
starter
home
• Location:
Roseville
• Style:
Ranch
• Year built:
1967
• Price:
$91,000

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 29

Your Local News
Delivered....
Wherever You Are!
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LIVABILITY — RECREATION

Getting Out
is Easy
Macomb County features 3,800
acres of parks, miles of shoreline and
dozens of golf courses to enjoy
By Mike Scott

M

acomb County residents are supported by an
infrastructure of parks, golf courses and waterways
that offers many ways to enjoy outdoor activities on
the water, links or trails.
Macomb County has 34 miles of coastline along Lake St. Clair
with plenty of opportunities for swimming, boating, fishing and
more. There are numerous public beaches and yacht and boat
clubs, sailboat races and kayaking and canoe liveries to help
residents celebrate the “sixth Great Lake,” the large body of
water called Lake St. Clair that connects the St. Clair River and
Lake Huron to the north to the Detroit River and Lake Erie to
the south.
Golf enthusiasts have been traveling to Michigan for their
18-hole excursions for years, and Macomb County offers more
than 25 public golf courses to meet the needs of golfers. From
Glacier Club in Washington Township to Stony Creek
Metropark’s course, Macomb County golf courses are
challenging but fair; picturesque but accessible.
In addition to the many local city parks scattered throughout
the county, Macomb is home to state recreational facilities as
well as three Huron-Clinton Metroparks. In all, there are more
than 3,800 acres of municipal parks – more than enough to
meet the needs of residents.
The Metroparks include Stoney Creek, which first opened in
1966, Lake St. Clair and Wolcott Mill. George Phifer, director of
the Huron-Clinton Metroparks, says that more than two million
people visit those three parks each year. By 2017, the three parks
will receive $2.5 million in upgrades and enhancements, such as
zip lines, a triple water slide, a new boat launch and new
playground equipment.
“We feel it is important to invest the very reasonable park
fees and any tax revenue we receive right back into the parks
system,” Phifer said. “We have many runners and bike riders
that train for races at these parks and other activities, such as
paddle boating and kayaking.”

State facilities:
• Algonac State Park in Clay Township, that features rare oak
savanahs along the St. Clair River and has ideal viewing spot for

river freighters and features year-round camping;
• Wetzel State Recreation Area in New Haven that features
trails for cross country skiing, hiking and snowmobiles;
• St. Clair Flats State Wildlife Area on Harsen’s Island, which
features 25,555 acres of land for hunting and observing
waterfowl.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County
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Map courtesy of Macomb County
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LIVABILITY — ACTIVITIES

Places to Go,
Things to Do
There is always something exciting and
fun to do without leaving Macomb County
By Jane Peterson

Night Ranger performing at Freedom Hill.

Freedom Hill Amphitheatre

Michigan Peach Festival
Since 1931, the Michigan Peach
Festival in Romeo has been a Labor Day
weekend tradition. According to
organizers, it is the second oldest
festival in the state. This family event
features the Floral Parade, car show,
children’s parade, peach treats and
more. A highlight is the crowning of the
Peach Queen. Details: www.
michiganpeachfest.com.

Summertime is made for outdoor
concerts and Freedom Hill Amphitheatre
does not disappoint. With pavilion
seating for nearly 4,200 and lawn seating
for approximately 3,000, it attracts a
number of top-notch music artists. Built
in 2000, the Amphitheatre is located in
Freedom Hill County Park in Sterling
Heights. Palace Sports & Entertainment
entered into a cooperative agreement
with Luna Entertainment to handle all
booking and marketing for the venue.

DINKA DENTAL

Proudly Serving
The Community Since 1989

John D. Dinka,D.D.S.
Catherine M. Osinski Dinka,
D.D.S. & Associates
A HEALTHY MOUTH
IS A HEALTHY BODY

Welcoming
New Patients

Of All Ages.

Don’t Put Yourself At Risk For Heart Attack
Or Stroke Because Of Gum Disease

FREE FREE
INITIAL
CONSULTATION
With This Ad

Annual Romeo Peach festival parade.

+

Come visit our State Of The Art Dental Office
With All Of The Latest In Technology.
LED Lighting • Digital X-Rays • Intra Oral Cameras
• Updated Computer Information Systems
Our Patients Will Enjoy A Relaxing GREEN
Environment For All Of Their Dental Needs
Always using premium MADE IN AMERICA
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures & Partials

COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CARE FOR YOUR FAMILY

WE
CHILDREN
• Same Day Emergencies • Most Insurances Accepted • Teeth Whitening/Bleaching
• Senior Discounts
• Nitrous Oxide (Gas) • Cosmetic Dentistry/Veneers Mon - Thurs
DIGITAL X-RAYS • Dentures & Repairs Sedation
• Financing Available
8:30 - 7:00
With This Ad
ALL
MAJOR
CREDIT
Michigan
Dental
Association
Members
Fri & Sat
70% LESS RADIATION
CARDS
ACCEPTED
EXPOSURE
8:30 - 1:00
ALWAYS ACCEPTING
By
Appointment Also
NEW PATIENTS!

Heights • 35100 Tiffany, Suite 101
586-939-5800 Sterling
On The 15 Mile Rd Entrance To Target & MJR Cinema 20

www.dinkadental.com
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Left: Styx performing at Freedom Hill.
Middle: Jimmy John’s Field in Utica is the
new home for three independent professional
baseball teams:
Right: Sailboat on Lake St. Clair, which is
considered one of the best fisheries in the
world.
Details: www.palacenet.com/venues-events/
freedom-hill-amphitheatre.

Lake St. Clair
Lake St. Clair is a destination spot in
Macomb County. This freshwater lake is a
popular site where residents go to relax and
families make memories. Stocked with
bluegill, muskellunge, walleye, Northern
pike and rainbow trout, Lake St. Clair is
recognized as one of the best fisheries in the
world. Details: www.makemacombyourhome.
com/#!outdoors/cg2b.

Jimmy John’s Field
When the weather warms up, Macomb
residents head out to Jimmy John’s Field
to watch United Shore Professional
Baseball League baseball. This stunning
stadium is home to three independent
professional teams: Utica Unicorns,
Eastside Diamond Hoppers and
Birmingham Bloomfield Beavers. The
ballpark features seating for 4,500 fans
and a number premium amenities.
Details:www.uspbl.com/ballpark.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County, Digital First Media

If you’re looking for a little fun, Macomb County has plenty
in store. Like to shop? Browse our quaint boutiques, outdoor
malls and eclectic weekend markets. Feeling sporty? Take in
a semi-pro baseball game at our new 2,000-seat Jimmy John’s
Field. Or beat the heat in the pristine waters of nearby Lake
St. Clair, and paddleboard, kayak, boat, swim or cast a line.
All this, plus lots of first-class hotels and restaurants, makes
Macomb County a great entertainment and recreation destination.

DISCOVER DETROIT, AMERICA’S GREAT COMEBACK CITY.

The Mall at Partridge Creek
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LIVABILITY — HEALTHCARE

Specialists
Next Door
World-class medical facilities and
staff call Macomb County home
By Jane Peterson

W

ith world-class
medical facilities
dotting the landscape,
Macomb County residents don’t
have to travel far to receive quality health care.
Children’s Hospital of Michigan Stilson Specialty Center cares
for the youngest family members. Located in Clinton Township,
it provides access to pediatric specialists and a number of
outpatient children’s services. The 48,000 square-foot facility
opened in 2008 and specializes in gastroenterology,
rehabilitation services, audiology, cardiology, neurology,
ophthalmology, orthopedics, allergy and ENT.
From the interior colors and kids-only optical shop to a
therapeutic rock climbing wall and original art by children living
in Macomb County providing the décor, the Stilson Specialty
Center is family-friendly, said Luanne Thomas-Ewald, CEO at the
Children’s Hospital of Michigan.
The facility employs approximately 70 professionals in Clinton
Township and represents an estimated $13 million investment to
the city over a span of 10 years. Macomb County has been a
great partner, said Thomas-Ewald, by helping support Children’s
Hospital of Michigan’s growth with affordable housing to young
families, wonderful options for school-aged children and familyoriented opportunities within parks and shorelines.
In addition to the economic advantages, Macomb’s medical
facilities help contribute to the sense of community and quality

Children’s Hospital of Michigan Stilson Specialty Center cares for
the youngest family members.
of life.
Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals have campuses in Mount
Clemens and Clinton Township as well as health centers and
outpatient location across Macomb County. Programs focus on
improving the lives and overall health of residents.
Henry Ford Macomb is very involved in the community and
invests in the services residents need, such as minimally-invasive
procedures, joint replacement and cancer care.
“Our vision within Henry Ford is to transform lives and
communities — one person at a time. In Macomb County, it is
my goal to be seen as an integral part of the community. We
want to serve as a partner in keeping people healthy and caring
for our friends and neighbors when they are facing complex
health problems, from heart disease or cancer to traumatic
injury or stroke,” notes Henry Ford Macomb President and Chief
Executive Officer Barbara Rossmann.

Bay Nursing Home Health Care & Nurse-Owned & Operated
Services
•
•
•
•
•
•
Quality Home Care Promotes
Quality Healing at Home.

Wound Care
Ostomy/Incontinence Services
Cardiac Recovery
Spinal Injury Recovery
Diabetic Education Program
Nursing, Occupational/Physical &
SpeechTherapies, Medical Social Work,
Home Care Assistant

• Congestive Heart Failure & Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
• Vital Stim & Vestibular Certified
• Stroke Recovery
In
• Orthopedics Program
Business
for 24
(Knee, Hip, Shoulder)
years.
• Pediatrics
• Certified Lymphedema Wrapping

Sincere Follow-Through Even
After Healing Is Complete

Don’t Trust Your Loved One To Just Anyone. We Provide Friendly, Sincere Care To Promote Healing At Home.
SERVICE AREA

Macomb County • St. Clair County
• Southeast Lapeer County • Eastern Oakland County
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INSURANCES

Medicare, BCBS, Medicaid
& Majority of others insurances are accepted.

www.baynursinginc.com

(586) 752-1111

Privately Owned &
Operated for a higher
degree of care.

Macomb County is also home to:
• Webber Cancer Center/St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital,
Warren Campus: Offering an array of healthcare services,
including women’s health and cancer treatments.
Phone: 586-573-5000
Website: www.stjohnprovidence.org/Macomb
• McLaren Macomb, Mount Clemens Campus: Features the
Mat Gaberty Heart Center.
Phone: 586-493-8000
Website: www.mcLaren.org/macomb/
• Beaumont Medical Center in Macomb Township
Phone: 586-416-8400
Website: www.Beaumont.edu/patients-visitors/locationsmaps-and-directions/beaumont-medical-centers-michigancommunity-care/macomb-township/
• Harbor Oaks Hospital in New Baltimore: An inpatient
treatment center for those battling drug and alcohol addiction,
bipolar and behavioral disorders.
Phone: 866-258-3079
Website: www.harboroaks.com
• Oakland Regional Macomb Center in Warren
Phone: 586-751-9800
Website: www.oaklandregionalhospital.com
Photos courtesy of Children’s Hospital of Michigan
and Henry Ford Macomb Hospital

The Stilson Specialty Center is a family-friendly facility.

Wellness Wednesdays is a program presented by Henry Ford Macomb.

Exce
cellence in Rehabilitation, Putting the Patient & Family First!

34643 Ketsin Drive • Sterling Heights, MI 48310
To Enjoy a Tour, Please Call: (586) 978-2280
www.CherrywoodNursing.com

At Cherrywood our Rehab gets you home!
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An Affiliate of Beaumont Health

Setting the new standard
in rehabilitative care
Shelby Nursing Center’s new luxury addition “The Hudson” caters to those seeking
a specialized rehabilitation experience. Uncover state-of-the-art amenities while
receiving the most advanced clinical care for a maximized recovery.
• Luxury private suites with individual showers
• Upscale furnishing and décor
• 43” Smart TV’s in every suite
• Complimentary WiFi and valet services
• An exclusive bistro dining experience featuring Starbucks® coffee
•

Access to Shelby’s celebrated 10,000-square-foot therapy gym

46100 Schoenherr Road, Shelby Township, MI 48315
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586-566-1100
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www.aPremierLife.com

OPPORTUNITY — PARTNERSHIPS

Strategic
Investments
Macomb County thrives thanks
to investments and relationships
By Jane Peterson

M

acomb County’s Department of Planning & Economic
Development wants to secure investments that add to
a community’s tax base, but that’s not its only goal.
For Executive Director John Paul Rea, making sure that
investment is the right fit is just as important.
“We consider the spirit of each community,” he said. “We
nurture an understanding of what they can develop with these
investments.”
The Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic
Development’s mission is to help businesses identify
opportunities and navigate through the complex process of
starting, expanding or relocating companies to the area.
“We guide people through the permitting and processing
aspects and chart out the course of action from innovation to

application,” he said. “We have a variety of tools, incentives and
resources to offer.”
Rea is proud of the relationships Macomb County and its 27
municipal governments have fostered with local, state and
federal officials. Together, they explore all the opportunities
available to attract potential businesses and sustain the highquality jobs that come with such investments.
One of Macomb County’s growing industries is advanced
manufacturing. Integration of production and technology is
revolutionizing the manufacturing process, Rea said, and highly
skilled workers are critical to attracting these companies and
encouraging those already here to expand.
Rea believes it is the county’s talent that will sustain economic
development and its high quality of life. The planning process
takes into consideration amenities potential employees will be
looking for, including good
schools, affordable housing and
CONNECT
access to dining and shopping
areas. It also factors in the needs
Macomb County
of the company for adequate
Department of Planning
infrastructure, transportation
& Economic Development
routes and utilities.
Address: One S. Main
The county’s success with
Street, 7th Floor, Mount
fitting all these pieces of the
Clemens, MI 48043
puzzle together continues to
Phone: 586-469-5285
create economically strong
Email: planning
communities.
Photo by Ray Skowronek

@macomb gov.org
Online: ped.macombgov.org

The Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic Development is housed in the county administration building.
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OPPORTUNITY — WORKFORCE

Smart Future
Key to county’s future success lies in
creating a workforce of highly skilled,
adaptable and educated employees
By Jane Peterson

Macomb Community College’s south campus.

W

orkforce development programs open up opportunities
for communities.
They provide employers with the talent they need to
make their businesses successful and offer individuals the chance
to learn new skills and better provide for their families.
As David Verbeke works toward his certification in mold
making and his associate’s degree at Macomb Community
College, he supports his family by working at Proper Tooling in
Warren. He learns his trade at school and applies the concepts
he learns at work.
There is a demand for skilled individuals in information
technology, design and automotive manufacturing, said Joe
Petrosky, dean of Engineering and Advanced Technology at MCC.
These are employment sectors with a strong presence in
Macomb County.
“Apprentice programs are a great avenue for employers to
develop their workforce. People are working on the job and
learning on the job,” he said.
Petrosky is pleased that more people will be able to take the
path to apprenticeship thanks to a $3.5 million grant awarded to
Macomb Community College and Grand Rapids Community
College. The two colleges developed the Michigan Apprenticeship
Program Plus (MAP+) program, which is expected to provide 600
apprentices with specialized on-the-job training. MCC will use
the grant to prepare students for careers in advanced
manufacturing while Grand Rapids Community College will
focus on information technology. The grant was announced by
President Barack Obama last September.
For many, apprenticeships are an attractive option after
graduating high school. Early College Programs in high schools
introduce the apprenticeship career pathway at a younger age.
“The world is right in front of them,” said Verbeke. “They can get
their foot in the door with a good paying, full time career.”
Four years into his apprenticeship, today Verbeke is married
and has a newborn child. He feels confident about his future and
appreciates his MCC instructors who have been supportive of his
efforts to balance work, home and school because they know
what it has been like to go through the process themselves.
Apprenticeships and workforce development programs are
directly targeted to skills needed in the workplace. MCC
instructors have industry experience and are constantly updating
their skills to adapt to what employers are looking for in an everchanging, global marketplace, said Petrosky.
Photos courtesy of Macomb Community College

Students receive instruction in Macomb Community College’s
automotive high-bay garage.
Students
training
on HVAC
equipment
in Macomb
community
College’s
Climate
Control Lab.

CONNECT
Macomb Community College
14500 E. 12 Mile Road, Warren, MI 48088
Phone: 586-445-7438
Email: apprenticeship@macomb.edu.
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DIVERSITY — OUTREACH

Everyone
is Welcome
Multiculturalism is encouraged
and celebrated in Macomb County
By Jane Peterson

A

s immigrants continue to settle in Macomb County,
statistics show that nearly one in every 10 Macomb
County residents is born outside of the United States. It
is clear that this vibrant mix of cultures is positively impacting
local communities, but to ensure that everyone feels welcome,
county officials have launched several inclusive initiatives.
“With over 100 languages spoken by residents, there is a need
to embrace, share and celebrate our diverse community,” said
Macomb County Deputy Executive Pam Lavers. “Macomb
County has really taken a leadership role in building a
community that works hand-in-hand with foreign-born and
American-born residents.”
OneMacomb was created by Macomb County Executive Mark
A. Hackel to support and promote multiculturalism and
inclusion efforts. The organization hosts a variety of activities
such as the OneMacomb Award that recognizes diversity
inclusion efforts. Another initiative, the Lunch and Learn series,
enhances the knowledge and
understanding of county
CONNECT
employees about the various
cultures that make up Macomb
One Macomb
County.
Address: One South Main,
A highlight of Welcoming
8th Floor, Mount Clemens,
Week, also hosted by
MI, 48043
OneMacomb, celebrates when
Phone: 586-493-4877
residents become naturalized
Email: OneMacomb
citizens. This September, 160
@macombgov.org
people are expected to become
Online:
naturalized citizens, said Lavers.
diversity.macombgov.org
Macomb County is part of the
Welcoming Economies (WE)
Global Network, a consortium of 10 states across the Midwest
that focuses on maximizing local initiatives across the region
that welcome immigrant communities as valued contributors to
local economies and Welcoming Michigan, a group of 11
communities across the state that foster mutual respect for
community members, immigrants and refugees.
Membership in these organizations provide access to tools,
materials and support as Macomb County continues to seek out
new ways to empower immigrants and build a welcoming
environment for everyone.
A grant of $33,000 from Welcoming America and the
Partnership for a New American Economy, along with matching
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Each year OneMacomb hosts a naturalization ceremony where
immigrants take their final step by pledging their allegiance and
becoming United States citizens.

Macomb County is proud of its rich, diverse cultures and works
hard to create a welcoming environment for everyone.

funds from county government and community partners, will
continue to boost OneMacomb’s efforts to support collaborative
and community-based activities that embrace, share and
celebrate multiculturalism and inclusion. It is part of the
Gateways for Growth Challenge.
Many county-wide programs have been put into place to ease
the transition process for immigrants, including:
• A housing committee to assist refugees as the re-settle in
local communities
• Job fairs with adult English as a Second Language learners
• Community events like a recent day-long diversity summit
• Arts and cultural events that highlight traditions from
around the world
• Language interpretive services
• Multi-lingual signage throughout the county
“Everyone is welcome in Macomb County,” said Lavers.
Photos courtesy of Macomb County

DIVERSITY — WORKFORCE

A Success in
Any Language
Auto supplier AGS needed hundreds of
skilled employees for a new plant, so
it looked to refugees and immigrants
By Jane Peterson

W

hen AGS
Automotive
Systems opened a
new facility in Macomb
County, it invested in a
building, a community and its employees.
It was July 2013 and the Tier 1 automotive supplier needed
a staff of 150-200 people to manufacture its bumper systems
for General Motors light and heavy duty trucks. Its managers
partnered with Michigan Staffing and Macomb Community
College on training initiatives and were able to establish a
diverse workforce that included many Iraqi refugees.
“About 80-85 percent of our workforce is Iraqi or of Arabic
descent, said Jim McCarty, operations manager of the 18 ½
Mile facility in Sterling Heights. “We succeed together. We feel
very blessed with this workforce.”
There is a strong sense of community at AGS. Since many
employees are bilingual and others don’t speak any English,
AGS translates documents, offers English as a Second
Language classes on site and promotes from within, said
McCarty.
“We want to develop long-lasting relationships,” said
Jennifer Rizk, human resources manager, “Without our
employees, we wouldn’t have a business.”
The employee population at AGS reflects the growing
diversity of the Sterling Heights community as many Iraqi
refugees have settled in the area. A Welcoming City, Sterling
Heights is a warm, friendly community that revels in its rich
cultural diversity.
AGS Automotive is headquartered in Ontario. When the
company decided to expand in the United States, it purchased
a 300,000 square-foot building in Sterling Heights.
The area was ideal because the company already had plant
facilities in the city for some time. The new location is near
the tech center in a community that has great infrastructure
with affordable housing and family-friendly amenities like
parks to ensure a fantastic quality of life for its employees.
However, it was its previous positive experiences with city
and county officials that made the most impact. Working with
the city of Sterling Heights, Macomb County Department of

When the Tier 1 automotive supplier needed a staff of 150-200
people to manufacture its bumper systems for General Motors
light and heavy duty trucks, it reached out to Sterling Heights’
diverse community.

By investing in its core values of teamwork and cooperation, AGS
continues to be successful. It is hiring new employees.
Planning and Economic
Development and the Michigan
Economic Development
Corporation, AGS was able to
secure a handsome package of
incentives and assistance that
made the property purchase
feasible.
By investing in its core values
of teamwork and cooperation,
AGS has built upon its success
and continues to hire new
employees.

CONNECT
AGS Automotive Systems
6640 Sterling Drive
South, 6690 and 6710
Sterling Drive North,
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
Phone: 586-268-4888
Email: inquiries@agsauto
motive.com
Online:
www.agsautomotive.com

Photos courtesy of AGS
Automotive Systems
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FREE FOR ALL .
General museum admission to the Detroit Institute of Arts
is free for residents of Macomb County.

5200 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48202

MACOMBBUSINESS.COM | 2016 • 44

313.833.7900

More information at:

OPPORTUNITY — EDUCATION

Achieving
the Dream
From Iraq to Michigan,
the Mansours
journey to success
a generation at a time
By Jane Peterson

W

hen brothers Fred and Jamal
Mansour immigrated to the
United States from Iraq in the
1970s, their goal was to provide a better
life for their family.
Today, their daughters, Rolita, Reva
and Evette, are grateful they made the
difficult decision to uproot their lives,
leave everything they knew behind and
settle in Macomb County.
“When our dad first came to the U.S.,
he was the only one from his family here,
which you can imagine wasn’t easy,” Rolita Mansour and Reva Mansour Murado
explained in an email. “He had to prepare
for the rest of his siblings and mother
to move into the country and he had
challenges finding a job, home, car and
learning a new language. He never gave
up and overcame the challenges he was
faced. He helped the rest of his family
move into the U.S. and then he started a
family of his own.”
Evette Mansour’s father faced a different set of challenges. He was drafted
into the war with Iran and while he was
still in the Army, his brother and family
immigrated to America.
“My father then met his family back up
in Michigan when he was released from
the Iraq army. His family migrated to
Michigan because of other family members that also lived in the community,”
she said.
The Mansour brothers’ hard work and
determination are qualities they passed
on to their daughters, who were all born
in Macomb County and attended Mott
High School in Warren and Sterling

Reva Mansour Murado, Rolita Mansour and Evette Mansour on graduation day.

Evette Mansour and her parents on graduation day.
Heights High School. The three cousins
earned their college degrees and now
bring their experiences and willingness to
be accepting of others and open minded to their careers as human resources
professionals.
“My experiences help me with my job
now because I have learned that diversity in the workplace goes hand –in-hand
with the way that people work,” said
Evette Mansour via email. “In my current
role as HR coordinator, I learned that
each person works differently and when
you come together, it creates new ideas
and techniques to better our company.
People with different cultural backgrounds impact the workforce because
culture provides not only ideas and creativity, but also opportunity for growth
and talent in a company.”

Macomb County’s diversified neighborhoods also help people learn about
other cultures, she added. By sharing the
different foods they eat to the holidays
they celebrate, there is always an opportunity to come together.
Reva and Rolita agree.
“I think what immigrants have to offer
Macomb County communities in general
would be their experiences back home
— what they have been taught, what they
have learned and what they have to teach
us,” they said. “My parents didn’t have
much with where they grew up and their
lifestyle is definitely different now. I think
coming to America and being able to see
the opportunities they now have motivated them to work harder to be able to
create a better life for us.”
Photos courtesy of the Mansour family
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TECHNOLOGY — TRANSITIONS

On a Mission
Warren’s Futuramic Tool & Engineering
sets its sights on Mars and beyond
By Jane Peterson

E

very day companies in Macomb
County take care of business
for customers across the
country and around the globe, but
Futuramic Tool & Engineering is going
one step further.
The Warren business is on a mission
to Mars.
It has been contracted to build the
rocket boosters for NASA’s Mars missions. The rockets are
scheduled to launch in 2018.
It’s an exciting development for Futuramic, a full service
engineering, fabrication, build and installation company.
Founded by Bill Warner, the business continues to be privately
owned by the Warner family. However, it has evolved over the
years from when Bill Warner first opened its doors.
Futuramic mainly focused on the automotive industry for
most of its 61 years, but in 2000 began diversifying into the
arena of aerospace, aircraft and defense projects.
This was a natural transition for the company as it continued
using many of the same tools, materials and engineering
concepts as well as its highly skilled workforce as it did with
automotive and just applied them to various fields. Some of its
customers include Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Bombardier
Aerospace and, of course, NASA.

Futuramic began diversifying in 2000 into the arena of aerospace,
aircraft and defense projects.
Diversifying its customer base proved to be a good move for
Futuramic.
“Over the past 10 years, we have more than doubled in square
footage and invested in new capital equipment,” said Vice
President John Couch.
Today, its Warren campus includes 220,000 square feet of
manufacturing and assembly space and 12,000 square feet of
engineering space. Around 200 people are employed in
Futuramic’s Macomb County location, he said.
“Our work force is skilled trade work,” said Couch.
The company depends on a trained and educated workforce to
get the job done. It partners with local colleges, including
Macomb Community College, to combine classroom learning
with on-the-job training. It
also participates in state
CONNECT
certified apprenticeship
programs.
Futuramic Tool &
Couch appreciates the
Engineering
effort to bring younger
24727 Gibson Dr,
people into the trade and
Warren, MI 48089
said that Macomb County
Phone: 586-497-8850
does a great job promoting
Email: info@futuramic.com
manufacturing jobs.
Online: www.futuramic.com
Photos courtesy of Futuramic Tool
& Engineering

Futuramic’s Warren campus includes 220,000 square feet of manufacturing and assembly space and 12,000 square feet of engineering
space. Around 200 people are employed in Futuramic’s Macomb County location.
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TECHNOLOGY — GROWTH

Going Global
Coliant CEO says it takes a community
to grow an international brand
By Jane Peterson

R

eal estate is all about
location, location,
location. Turns out, it
is also a key consideration for technology companies.
Just ask John Swiatek, CEO of Coliant Corp. An awardwinning developer of Microclimate Technology™ clothing,
Coliant’s creative designs, innovative wearable technology and
close proximity to Macomb County’s Defense Corridor has
attracted the attention of the Department of Defense and other
strategic industries, including sporting goods and aerospace.
“We are located in the crown jewel of Macomb County — the
Defense Corridor. When the Defense Department called, they
knew we were close to those businesses and the automotive
sector,” he said.
Born and raised in Macomb County, Swiatek said support

from county officials helped Coliant thrive. With county and state
incentives and access to the proper facility space, Coliant has
grown to just over 20 employees today.
“There is a lot of talent in Macomb County,” said Swiatek.
“We’ve been able to leverage these talents at our design and
manufacturing facilities in Michigan.”
Coliant does business with more than 10 Fortune 500
companies and well-known industry leaders such as Harley
Davidson. Among its brands are Powerlet®, LayStitch™, Luggage
Electrix™, ASC Craft™ and the Atomic Skin™ brand of smart
clothing. The company recently moved into a new 12,000-squarefoot building at 17 Mile and Mound in Warren.
Since Coliant was formed in a basement in 2004, Swiatek has
been impressed by the community support the company has
received. From the resources of the Macomb-OU INCubator to
the regional investment in automotive jobs and assistance of
Macomb County officials, he said everyone works together to
drive entrepreneurship.
“Without the support of the
CONNECT
community, there is no way
Coliant would be here today,” he
Coliant Corp.
said. “It takes a community to
5520 Chicago Rd, Warren,
grow a global brand.”
MI 48092
Coliant has shipped products
Phone: 586-276-0900
into 74 countries from Macomb
Online: www.coliant.com
County.

A Culinary Delight

Proud to be born and
raised in Macomb County
100 years of quality and simplicity

Beet Salad with Arugula & Fresh Orange

Discover Delicious Recipes at www.safiespecialtyfoods.com
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TECHNOLOGY — PARTNERSHIPS

Leader in
Protection
Incubator teaches security officials
to recognize, counter cyber attacks
By Jane Peterson

I

t is no secret that the
defense, automotive and
advanced manufacturing
sectors play a huge role in
Macomb County’s economy.
The Velocity Hub of the
Michigan Cyber Range serves these
industries by helping educate
businesses and start-up companies on
how to protect themselves and their
customers through cybersecurity
efforts.
Developed by the Macomb-Oakland
Powered by
University INCubator and powered by
the Merit Network, the Velocity Hub of
the Michigan Cyber Range teaches cybersecurity officials how to
recognize, eradicate and prevent potentially damaging
cybersecurity attacks, said Larry Herriman, interim executive
director of the Macomb-OU INCubator.
The initiative, which launched in March 2016, takes an
innovative, multi-pronged approach to tackling cybersecurity
issues. It offers more than 20 certificate training courses,
product testing on early-stage projects, virtual rental space for
companies interested in strengthening their cybersecurity and
live training exercises, said Herriman.
“For many suppliers and vendors, cybersecurity is a hot bed
of activity,” he said. “Our goal is to empower entrepreneurs and
business leaders on cybersecurity issues.”
The Velocity Hub is the first of its kind in Michigan
connected to a business accelerator, added Herriman. As part of
the publicly-accessible hub, companies have the ability to test
products for cybersecurity before they go on the market as well
as identify other related issues with cybersecurity.
This is a county-wide collaboration between the MacombOakland University INCubator, Michigan Defense Center of the
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, City of Sterling
Heights, Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic
Development, New Economy Initiative and the Michigan
Automotive and Defense Cyber Assurance Team (MADCAT).
The Velocity Hub is located at 6633 18 Mile Road in Sterling
Heights. As the tech industry continues to grow, this initiative is
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The Velocity Hub takes an innovative, multi-pronged approach to
tackling cybersecurity issues.

Developed by the Macomb-OU INCubator and powered by the
Merit Network, The Velocity Hub of the Michigan Cyber Range
teaches cybersecurity officials how to recognize, eradicate and
prevent potentially damaging cybersecurity attacks.
projected to have a lasting
economic impact on Macomb
County and secure the region
as a leader in the area of
cybersecurity. Other hubs are
expected to open across
Michigan in the future using
the Macomb County hub as a
model.
Photos courtesy of The Velocity Hub of
the Michigan Cyber Range

CONNECT
Macomb-OU INCubator
Velocity Collaboration
Center
Address: 6633 18 Mile Road,
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
Phone: 586-884-9320
Online: macouinc.org/
opportunity

TR UST
YOUR HEAR T
To one of the Nation’s Best,
Right Here in Macomb County.

FROM HEART ATTACK TREATMENT TO HEART SURGERY, our patients know about
the expert care and compassion they receive at Henry Ford Macomb Hospital.
Named one of the top 50 cardiovascular hospitals in the nation by Truven Health
Analytics, we’re saving more lives with fewer complications. Turn to Henry Ford
Macomb and know that your heart is in the right hands.

Discover the top 50 difference: call 800-532-2411 or visit henryford.com/hvi

Embrace the Possibilities at East Harbor
on
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Conveniently located just minutes away from
beautiful Lake St. Clair, The Village of East Harbor
is a Continuing Care Retirement Community that
features a variety of living options:
• Cottage homes
• Memory support
services
• Apartments
• Rehabilitation
• Duplexes
• Skilled nursing care
• Assisted living
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Welcome to the Village of East Harbor,
one of 28 Presbyterian Villages of Michigan
senior living communities.
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The Village of East Harbor is located on Kiely
Drive just south of 23 Mile Rd. in Chesterfield

For more information
call 586.725.6030
Scan to
see us
online!

33875 Kiely Drive
Chesterfield, Michigan 48047-3604

www.pvm.org

